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* piſtle Dedicatory 
VV 


. Tln Bates Merchant, 
3 © | 


* 0 N D 0 N. a 
1 Write of Angels, hae Men may 


read; and reading, admire; 

and admiring, adore the Love 
| and Care of the Redeemer over poor 
abject Man, who was once a No- 
ble Creature, whilſt he ſtood in his 
Primitive and Ancient Glory: He 


| Was then indeed lower, and but 


222 


a little lower than the Angels: 
Wyberein did Man differ from An - 
=D Why, Angels dwelt in the 
upper, and Man in the lower Rooms; 

A - 1 Aogels 


aſide, and loſing the Sight of God, 
he ſoon loſt his Image „and wich : 
both, his lelſedneſs. . 1 5 ; 
Now that che Deſcending God. 
ſhou d reſtore poor Man, thus ſunk | 
and loſt under the Ruines of his 
Apoſtacy; and this in ſo honou- | 
rable a way, making him after all, 
an Eternal Fellow; Commoner with | 


Foiſtle Dedicatory. 


Angels dwelt in the Chambers of | 
Glaes, and Man in the Summer 1 


Parlour i in Paradiſe. But turning 


Angels, that never ſtep'd awry: 


Sir, 
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What ! P (0) what Endearments does f 
this Conſideration Fry wiſh TH 


Vou ate one of thoſp hy Would 4 
calls Men of Buſineſs; give me 
Lees be n e 6 tis 
you in mind, that all the : Bulls 


Foiſtle Dedicatory; 


of Time will ſoon be done, and 
' he will approve himſelf the Wiſe 

' Man, that knows how to live for 
ever; that Hand does Buſineſs beſt, 
ttuhat is rais d by an Heavenly 3 
Thoughts of God become us, as 
| > well upon the Exchange, as in the 
Temple: A Divine Heart ſan: 

| Etifies our Employments, and is a 
d good Evidence, that the Cares and 
3 Haaries of Time will end well, 
l 

; 


| when Time it ſelf ſhall be loſt i in- 5 
to Eternity. - 
Si, our Acquaintance with An- 
; gels now, will invincibly prove, 
that we ſhall live wich Them here- 

after in their better World. That 
Wie may, is Sir, the cameſt Deſire 1 
5 ef, 1 85 


Vour Oblervant Nephew, 
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1 be Preface. 


* E Doctrine of Angels has 
been handled by very few ; and 
Ai jßoſe that have done it, have 
done it moſth in a Scholaſtick way; ſo 


| that the plain Chriſtian is ſtill in the 


Darf about it; ſo that he is reach to ſtart, 
when he hears ſame Notion relating to An- 


gels, and ſuſpects himſelf to be on the 


Borders 0  Herefie. The Subject I am 


ä delighted with; every Man has his pe- 


culliar way of thinking ; ; I aw well aſſu - 


red Souls have different Statures as well 
as Bodies: Some Minds have a (opi- 
' ouſneſs of Thought, others are ſcanty and 
narrow; We ſhou'd allow every Mind 
its free Scope, ſo lg as it keeps within 


- 3 the Bounds of $ _ 
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The Preface: 


- - One Thing more, I have taten that 
£208); All have done, in all Ages; 
to I ſorie uſe of Thoſe, that have 
Lone before; and when they Lorrow any © 
| Notion, to improve, and carry it farther: © 
"This I have endeavour'd, and muſt leave © 
it to Others to judge, how / ucceſs ful = 

I bave been in thoſe Attempts, 
The Lord ſanftifie theſe denen W 7 

the Readers, 4s they were fa 1 
1 hope, to yur: Hearers. 
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SERMONS 
Angels. 


3 n E B. ” iv. 
e made ſo much better than 
a the Angels, 


HESE Hebrews could by no 
means be perſwaded, that Je- 
ſus, whom Paul and his Fel- 
low Apoſtlespreach'd, could 

4 n promiſed Meſtah ; nor would they 

(which indeed was conſequential upon 
} thoſe very mean Thoughts they had of 
bis perſon) receive his Goſpel, as the 

ſtanding and deciding Law of Life and 

Death: T wy had many, and (as they | 
| po thou) 


Fond „ in eee 


SERMON I. 


thought) unconquerable Prejudices a- 
gainſt it, the legal Diſpenſation ſeemd to 
have the advantage of the Evangelical, 
and ought to be prefer'd above it: Ihe 
former, ſay they, was ordain'd by Angels, 

Gal. 3.19. received by the Diſpoſition of 


Angels; the Apoſtle anſwers, that the 


Lord Chriſt was far above the Angels, 
and what they did in giving the Law, 
was under him as their Leader; and if 
this Conſideration, that ſo many of the 


Nobility of Heaven, came down from 


gels had an hand in publiſhing that: To 


which we may alſo add this, that Jeſus 


Chriſt is far greater, higher, better than 
the Angels. 


1. The Aſſertion: He was much bet- 
ter than the Angels, whether you do con- 


ſider him in his Divine Nature, as God, 


| 45 How 
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thence to Mount Sinai, in Attendance up- 
on the Lord Chriſt when he gave the 
Law, did procure in them ſo great a Re- 
ſpect for the Law, then ſure there is great- 

er Reaſon, why they ſhould have as high 
a Reſpect ſor the Goſpel, ſeeing the yi 


. 


he muſt needs be ſo; or conſider him in 
bis Humane Nature, 28 Man, that Nature 
its Hypoſtatical Union with the Se- i 


: Of ANGE LS. 
. How he became ſo? Why he was 
7 made 3 xpeiTlwy avopeyos Twy &/Yiruy 
made more eminent than they. 
 * Queff. How, and when was this done? 
Ayſi. By the Decree of God from E- 
ternity, and the Declaration and Execu- 
tion of this in Time, at his Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion: See Pal. 2. 7. Twill de- 
2: clare the Decree, the Lord bath ſaid unto 
me, Thou art my Son, this day have J be- 
© gotten thee: Compared with Zeb. 1. 5. 
For unto which of the Angels, tho' ſome 
are higher than other; Yet did he ever 
7 ſpeak after this manner, to the very hi ply | 
e eſt Angel in Heaven? Unto which of t 
aid be at any time, Thou art my * this 
Day have I begotten thee: Now go to 
© Epheſ. 1. 20, 21. God ſet him at his own 
right Hand, i mus invegviois, among the 
Heavenly Inhabitants. What gazing and 


wonder was there amongſt the bright 
_ throng of Saints and Angels, when Je- 
ſus Chriſt took his place at his Aſcenſion, 
at his Father's right Hand, above the 
whole Creation of God? Far above all 
Principality, ver. 2.1. and Power,and Might, ; 
aud Dominion, and every Name that 1s na- 


med. 
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Do. The Lord chriſt is Superioar to, 


and much more Eminent, or much let. 9 
ter than the Angels. 1 
Jo ſet out the Greatneſs and Eminency 

of Jeſus Chriſt, I would ſhew: 


T. That the Angels: are very Excellent 4 


Creatures. 


II. Jeſus Chriſt is above, or far bet- # 


ter than They. 
1 II. The Ules. 


I. Let us Enquire into the Nature of 
theſe Excellent Creatures. 


1, They gre very Glorious Crea- 


tures, hence called Stars, Job 38. 7. Morn- 
ing: ſtars, the Star that was the Guide of 
the Wiſe Men to our Saviour, Mat. 2. a 
Learned Man fuppoſes * to be an aſſumed 
Body of an Angel: ſo Glorious they are, 
that Mortals cannot bear the fight of an 
appearing Angel ; therefore you find the 
Ancient people of God fancied they 
ſhou'd dye, if they had at any time ſeen 
one; Judges 13. 22. And Manoah ſaid un- 
10 2 Wife, We ſhall ſurely dye; becauſe 
we have ſeen Cod. * Aar. 28. at you” 
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of 4NGELS. 


„ } ginning, What affrightment and trem- 


bling did an Apparition cauſe among e- 


ven good People? ver. 8. Nay ſo great 
was the affrightment, that although an 
Angel comforted them, yet they cou'd 


not preſently lay aſide their fear. I ob- 
ſerve from the inſtance, that Fear and Joy 


are very well conſiſtent in the ſame Souls. 
* gut. But why can we not bear the 
ght fen 8 
Anuſiv. They that come immediately 


f-om the Viuons of God, bring with them 


is a beam of Holineſs, there is a propor- 
tionable Awe and Majeſty going along 


with it. Look, a Wiſe and Learn'd 


Perſon carries an Awe and Veneration: 
We think the Man will know, and dif: 
cern us, and our Weakneſs; if a beam of 


Wiſdom ſhining in any Perſon, has this 


ellect upon us, much more a Beam of Ho- 
lineſs, which is: our Likeneſs to God. The 


People of Ifrael impaticntly expect, till 


their admir'd Moſes's return from the 
Mount; and when he comes, becauſe he 


had been converſing with God, Þ a deri- 


E + Moſes's cloſe Communion with God thoſe 40 days, 
' did vipen bis Grace fafler than ſo much time either before . 


a Kay of Holineis, and where- ever there 
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vative Ray of Glory ſat upon hit Coun- 


Spirits, the good Angels are lo called, 
Heb. 1. 7. Who maketh his Angels Spirits, 3 
and the evil Angels. 1 Kings 22. 21. And _ 
there came forth a Spirit, and ſtood before 
the Lord, and ſaid, I will perſwade him, © 
that was an evil Angel, they are Spiritual 
Subſtances, not clog d with Bodies as we; 
and tho' it has been ſaid, that Angels had 
Bodies, yet by that expreſſion, was 
meant no more than this; that every 
ſpiritual ſubſtance muſt have ſome Ve- 
hiele, tho? never ſo fine ; and that finer 

Vehicle he calls a Body, and ſo others 4 


SERMON L 


renance, and 7ſrael flees from him, as from 


2 formidable Enemy : Something of this © 
we ſee daily, the more Communion Men 
have with God, the more Holineſs they 
have, and the more Awe ſuch carry in al 
their Converſes with Men. 


2. Incorporeal, and Iaviſible; they are 


ct late have conceived, 
Inviſible; they are about us, with us, 


flying to and fro over us all the Day; 
Watching over us all Night, altho' we ſee 
them not: and 'tis a mercy we do not ſee 
them, for did we behold our Danger, and 
the perpetual Encounters between the 
good and evil Angels, upon our account, 
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Of ANGELS. 


it would certainly work great fone and 
conſternation, doubting of the Succeſs 


: of their Conflict: But now whilſt we be- 
lieve our Lord and Head will ſecure 


our ſafety for us, we are full of Calm- 


: neſs, and dwell in the midllt of T0. 
4 lity and Peace. 


3. Immorta!, and Unchangeable. Im- 


mortal, and Ga ; in no need of Meat and 


Drink, as we do, that are ſpending our 
Strength, and fo ſtand in need of ſucce(- 
ſive and freſh Repairs. Fob. 4. 7, 8. There 
cometh a Woman of S1maria to draw Vater, 
Teſus ſaith unto her, Give me to drink, for 


his Diſciples were gone away into the City 


to buy Meat. Tho! a diſembodied Soul can 


5 upon ſpiritual Joy, and live upon 
the Lamb's Face, yet the Body cannot in 
this World: We read indeed of Angels 
Food, P/al. 78. 25, Man did eat Anzels 
Food: Not that they atually eat, but if 
thoſe excellent Creatures could be ſuppo- 
fed to need Food, they could have with'd 
for no better. 


Hence they ſep not, but are invin- 


cible Watchers, or Wakers, Dan. 4- £3,17. 


ehis is a Badge of our inirm mortal ſtate, 

that we need theſe perpetuated recruits : 

Iams Maly Men have grudg d the time ſo 
1 1 per 


SERMON L 


ſpent ; and if there was nothing but this. © 4 
1 might, and ſhould long to be immor-⸗ 
| ta 7 'Y 
: Unchangeable; not in their own Na- 
ture, but as they are now headed, and 
confirm d by Chriſt, Epheſ. 1. 10. God 
has gathered together in one, all Things in 
_ ChrisF, both which are in Heaven, and 


which are on Earth: When they were 


Created, they ſtood each one on his own = 


ſingle nen; ſome fell, others might 


have fallen, and all would have fallen, 


; 3 7 
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had not Jeſus Chriſt ſtep di in, and headed 3 


5 them as well as us. 


4. Mighty and Potent Creatures. 1 The, 


1: 7. With His mighty Angels; Fleſh 2 


and Spirit are oppoſed, as Strength and : 


Weakneſs, Iſaiah 3 1. 3. XFgyptian Horſes, 


Fleſb, and not Spirit: Again, Angels that 
excel in Strength: Whom do they ex- 
cel? Us Men, even the ſtrongeſt of us, 
and one anothe r; ſomeare ſtronger, wi- 
fer than others, of which in its proper 
place: but to proceed, no doubt they 
vaſtly exceed us; One of them, can cut 


off a whole Army in a Night: Pompey | I 


faid boaſtingly, with one ſlamp of his 
Toot, he could fill all Zaly with Soldier; 
which when he try d, he try di in vain: 
But 


) 


a Lbs 


4 
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of ANGELS: 


| but an Angel can ſtop the fierceſt Element, 


that it hurt not the Three Children in Ne- 
buchadnezzars Furnace, ſtop the Mouths 
of the hungry Lions, that they hurt not 
the praying depending Saint: For their 
Strength and Order, they are called 
God's Hoſts, Gen. 32. 1, 2. His Armies, 


2 Kings 19. 35. If one of them can do ſuch 


very great and mighty Feats as we have 
| heard, What great Things can many Squa- 
drons and Legions of them do! And our 
Saviour tells us, that upon his requeſt, 
he could preſently have had more than 
Twelve Lienz. | 
O how ſafe then may a Child of God 
account himſelf, who whether in a jour- 
| ney, or aſleep in his bed, is alway in the 


J 1 mit of ſo potent and numerous an Army 
ol Friends? and if this be too little, they 
cen ſoon call in more help of their Fellow- 
Angels, Dan. 10. 1 3. is full for it. 


5. Active and Nimble, hence compa- 


red to Fire, P/al. 104. 4. Who maketh his 
Angels Spirits, and a Miniſters a flame ; 


Fire; hence alſo call'd Cherubs, He rode 
upon a Cherub, Pſal. 18. 10 and did flee, 


4 4 here flving upon the wings of the Wind 


Again, ſaid hereupon to have Wings, 
Fel, I, 6. Every one had four | i 1 3 


10 SERMON IL. 
1 but Jlaiab the 6th, they are deſcrib'd with | 


ſix Wings; this Variety in the rf Several]; 9 


on ſhews us, and imports thus much, 
That the Angels Wings are Metaphorical, 
but They are furniſhed with ability to ex- 


ecute God's Orders, in what Time, and 


1 with what Speed He requires, Dau. 9.21. 
1 hilft J was speaking in Prayer, the Man 


Gabriel, whom I had ſeen in the Viſion, at 


; : the beginning, being caus'd to fly ſwiftly, 


Oblation; ſome Meſlages are in more haſt 
than Others, and this to Daniel was one 


from the Centre of the Earth, to the Em. 


then an Angel flies ſwifter than a Bullet 
from a Musket, which flies after the sate 


1 tween the Beginning and 4 00 of Daniel 5 


CF, N papaya *\"*$ 


j | L 7 dame ud c v. bk: 


= 48 55 5 Prayer : 


touched me about the time of the Evening 


of them, namely, to comfort a praying 
mourning Soul: They paſs and repaſs tlie 
greateſt diſtances, tho not in an inſtant, 
yet in a very ſhort ſpace of Time: Aſtro)· 
nomers make it 160 Millions of Miles, 


pyreal Heaven, the Seat and Habiration 
of the Bleſſed : They that compute at the | 
loweſt, make it above 150 Millions; ſo 


1 of an Hundred and fourſcore Miles in an 
1 Hour; this vaſt Diſtance they paſs be- 


= Of 4 N GE LS. 
prayer: How ſwift is a Thought? ſuen 
" * ſeems to be the Flight of an Angel; they 
can glidedown from Heav'n to Earth on 
a2 un- beam. and up again: Jud. 13. 20. 
hen the flame went up toward Heaven from 
f the Altar, that the Angel of the Lord aſ- 


F cended in the flame of the Altar: and 


Wedeſcend and fink to Earth our Cen- 


What elſe is a Sun- beam but a purer 
Flame? Why not? Tis as natural to 
Them to aſcend, as tis to us to deſcend; 


1 


tre, They aſcend as eaſily; the Throne of 


4 God is the Angels Centre. 


6. Knowing, Wiſe, and Sagacious 
Creatures, 2 Sam. 14. 17, 20. Wiſe as 


| an Angel of God, to diſcern Good and E. 


il; but of this more hereafter, when 1 


come to ſpeak of their Watch relating to 


our Souls. To proceed, They do all 
things with great Wiſdom, Exet. 10. 12. 


all their Actions: tho They act never ſo 


fore it follows there, their Wings too 


OUr Cloſets; They are ſo near as to 


X 


are with us in the fields, as w 


— m 
* 


* Dan. 9. 12 3 


— 


2 quick, yet with great Wiſdom; there - 
Were full of Eyes; They ſee us in 


touch us, and we perceive Them not; 
tho 


Their Hands were full of Eyes; that is, 


Hagar; 


& _ BS 
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Hagar; F are at the Council-Table a- 1 
mong Princes, They know what is 1 
paſſed, and they know many things to 
come, tho not all; there are ſome 


Arcana Divini Imperii, ſome Secrets 


- which God keeps lock d up in his own 
Breaſt, as har of the Day of Judg- 
ment, Mat. 24. 36. Of Ns Day and © 
| Hour knows no Man, no not the Au. 1 
| gels of Heaven. | 
Objet. His Angels he charged with 4 
Folly. 
5 Ae. Take it comparatively, 11 1 
Strength as ours is but Weakneis, if 
compar'd with Omaipotency. Their Wiſ- 
dom as well as ours, is but Folly, if com- 
par d with the Divine Knowledg, with _ 
the Treaſures of an Infinite Wiſdom, 8 


Holy 8 Mat. 2 85 31. 


5 a therefore his Holy Angels: They 


hate all ſin; not a ſpot of darkneſs 2 
in their Underſtanding, not a ſpot of 
fin in their Will; very tender of the | 
Glory of God, will not in the great? 
elt Conteſt with the very wort of © 
3 We one . Word, 1 
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Aud the ſound of the Cherubims Wings 
were heard even to the utter Court, as 
the Voice of the Almighty GOD when He 
2 ſpeaketh; The Cherubims Wings gave 
a a rejoycing ſound, tho upon that ſad 
Occaſion of God's leaving his Temple; 

= ſo Rev. 18. 2. how do the Angels 
2 rejoyce? Babylon i falln, is falln; 
that Angel calls all his Fellow-Angels 
2 to joyn with him in his rejoycing 
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SEC. EET 

* 8. Humble Creatures: hence they 
are brought in covering their feet, 
Ia. 6. They ſerve us willingly, tho 

far inferiour to Themſelves; They 
will ſtand waiting for the Soul of a 
poor Beggar, Luke 16. 22. and go re- 
Jjoyeing, and ſinging up to Heavn 
with it : O how intollerable a thing 
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SERMON 1. 


is Pride in Baſeneſs ? I mcan in pitiful 3 
Man, ſceing thoſe excellent Creatures 
ſo much our Superiours, condeſcend * 
(at their Lord's Command indeed) to 
wait pen kneaded Duſt: With reſpe& 
to us, tis Condeſcenſion; with reſpect 
to Chriſt, tis no more than Duty; they 
are ſo ſwallowed up with Zeal for the 
Honour of their Lord, that they would 
be diſpleaſed with us, if we honour them 3 
out of their places; See thou do it not, 
ſays the Angel to John, when he falls 
_ down to worſhip him: nay, Jud. 13.17,18. 
the Angel refuſes to tell Manoah his 
Name, leſs God ſhould thereby lole his 
Glory, and Manoah ſhould give it to the r 

_ Angel, ver. 17. 195 


9. Loving Creatures: 
1 f. To God, to Jeſus Chriſt theis 


Head ; and rejoyce in nothing ſo much, 


as when God receives larger Tributes of 


Glory; how rejoycingly do they ſend up 
their ſhouts, Holy, Holy, Holy, the whole 


Earth is full of fle Glory: Again, they 
are very dear to God. therefore called 
= Sons; the Sons of God ſhouted for 


: T hey have the Privileges of Sons, 


5 the Smiles of Sons, and they as Sons, do 
their Duty to God, , with willingneſs and 


affection. 1 5 240. 
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I 2d ly. To us for Chriſt's fake, being 
Fall os of one Family, Epheſ. 3. 15. Of 
1 whom the whole Family of Heaven aud Earth 
zs named; hence they rejoyce at the Con- 
verſion of 8 ouls, Luke 15. and conſe · 
ö 3 quently at their growth; the Relations 
of the Converted rejoyce, the Miniſter 
3 rcjoyces, the Argels rejoyce, the Spirit 
is glad, he has prevail'd; Jeſus Chriſt re- 
joy ces, the Father rccjoy ces; in a word, 
? whole Heaven imilcs, and a lively Joy 
4 ſpreads it elf thro' all the Regions of the 
upper World. 
4 3 34ʃ/ Loving «nd Farmonious* among 
f . themleives ; n therefore an odd Con- 
ceit of a ”y y learned Writer, that till 
$ Chriſt, there v. ere Factions and Jarrs 
among the Av2+!s; they are all of one 
mind, do all deen know the Will of 
God, arc erkectiy Holy, and therefore 5 
e 
10. They are doring Creatures, Luke 
2. 13, 14. again, Kev. 7. 11, Aud all the 
Angels ſtood rout about the Throne, and 
9 fell before the Ibicne on their Faces, and 
9 5 7 God; they exceedingly honour 
ow Chriſt, tho he did not take their 
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Nature; yet becauſe He became their 
confirming Head, they adore and praiſe 

with ſuch Eloquence, that tis become a 

Proverb, 1 Cor. 13.1, 

Qweſt, But do they praiſe vocally 3 | 
 Anſw. They ſpeak to us when they 

make impreſſions upon our Spirits ; and 

if we may be faid then to ſce a thing, 


Why not to hear it as well. 


They ſpeak to one another, when one 
Angel deſires (ſay ſome) that ſuch ano- | 


ther Angel ſhould know his Mind: So 


that the Angelick Voice, is no more than 
an act of the Will: However this be, 


ſure, the Angels do vocally Praiſe their 
Lord, as well as we, and the reſt of the 
| faved triumphing Company above: Nav, 


can we ſuppoſe, that one part of Heaven 
ſhould be Mutes, whilſt the other part 
of it are uſing their Tongues in the beſt 
and higheſt Employment; namely, to 
expreſs to one another the conceptions 
and ſenſe they have of the Love and . 
cellency of God. | 
24% Ti Hing. How 1s Chriſt above, or far . 
Vetter than yr. 5 


| * Dan. 8. 13+ The bv an audible Language there. 2 
cn 


Ff. - 
 Anſ. He is above them, Ephe. 1. 21,22. 


Above all Principalities and Powers: a- : 


gain, they are made ſubj 
3. 2-2. Angels, Authorities and Powers,being 
made ſubjet unto him; They have their 
ſtanding in him, can't move to the leaſt 


part of their Service without him, his ; 
Power, his Leave, John 1. 51. The An 


jet to him, x Pet. 


* 
* 
M 9 


gels of GOD aſcending and deſcending 


upon the Son of Man; He, as Mediator. 
ſettled all Commerce betwixt GOD and 
Us, and between Angels and Us: but this 
I diſmiſs, becauſe twill return upon us 


in the following Diſcourſe. = 


Firſt, Information. 


1. How excellent and great a 60 Dis 


Our GO D, that has ſo many Squadrons 
of Angels about his Throne? who look 


up, and praiſe and adore with the deep- 


_ eſt Reverence, (for ſo much that expreſſi - 
on of falling on their faces does import) 
and yet we have mean ſlight Thoughts of 


God: They that are neareſt him, love him 


beſt, praiſe Him moſt, and with the beſt 


KF Frames: O that we were like 


Angels once! 
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2. The- ſupereminent Glory of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that is ſurrounded 


with fuch wiſe and potent Miniſters of | 
Nate, ſuch noble Courtiers. It was the Þ 


5 boaſt of the King of Aſſyria, Tſa: 10. 8. 
that one of the Princes under him, was| 


5 higher than many Kings and Sovereigns: | 


Are not, fays 125 * ores altagether 
#7 ings * 


Still Chriſt is dt to be les truſted, 


| bue: more; leſs lov d, but more; leſs ad- 5 
mired, but more, on n the account: of theſe | 


| Angels, His glorious Servants: If your 


Husband was exalted, as Joſeph i in a for- 
reign Country; would not the Wife, tho 


diſtant from him, rejoyce in her Huſ-! 


| band's Glory, in which ſhe alſo ſhall ſhare | 


with him ere long? You ſhall tell my 


Father, ſays Foſeph, of all my Glory in 
 Zpypt : Jeſus Chriſt values his own Hea- - 


vey nt of mah the more- on this 


50000 


I for. kc 

3. There is melder u and beiter world. 

af which theſe excellent Creatures arc 

the proper Inhabitants. The Sadduces that 
e deny d 
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World we are walking in; that World is 


| Properly called the Angels World, or 
Country, Mat. 24.36. Angels of Heaven. 
4. What ſweet and excellent company 
7 will aved Souls have for ever in Heaven: 
Hieb. 12. 22, 23. Among other Privileges 
this is one; They come to, and for ever 
live with an innumerable company dk 
Angels: Doſt thou love to fee Fathiors, 
and view forreign Countries? O what 
Sights will the Angels ſhew thee, when 
they convey thee up to Heaven! What 
? VYonders will they ſhew thee in ano- 


W 
deny'd Angels, meant only this, That 
they were temporary Phantoms, that had 
a real Being no longer than while they 
did that work they were ſent upon; but 
the Angels are real, rho? ſpiritual Beings; 

and the ſpiritual and inviſible World, is 
as great a teality as this viſible corporeal 


ther World! The Blind Man, who had 


his Eyes open d, admired every thing he 
ſaw, all was new and wonderful that he 
could caſt his raviſned Eyes upon; ſo 


in thy way up to Heaven, and in that hap= 


py place, Eternity will not cloy, but en- 


tertain thee with ſomething ever new. 


C 2 


Grace here is always growing, ſo poſſibly 
- thy Glory there may bei 
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5. What a glorious condition it will 


be, to be like the Angels! One Evange- 
liſt ſays, we ſhall be equal to them; a- 


nother Evangeliſt ſays, we ſhall be like 


them; thus reconcile them, we ſhall be 


equal to them in ſome things, and like 


them in all things. Aſſure thy ſelf, thou 
wilt admire thy Habitation: The place 


in Heaven that was from Eternity de- 


ſign'd for thee, will ſo exactly fit thee, 
that thou wilt never know more what 
an uneaſie Thought means; only let all 
thy preſent Thoughts and Concernment 
run out this way, to make it ſure to thy 


elf. Gzve all Diligence to make thy Calling 
and Election ſr © 


— 


» 
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Head of all Princpality and Power. 
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Hen Chriſtianity began to ſpread | 
in the World, Grace took hold 
of ſome Philoſophers, who. 

Could not lay aſide all their old 


|t Principles, that they had inbib'd from 


the Platonick Philoſophy : Bur, lcoking 
upon Angels as a middle kind of Deities, 


(tor they had Gods many, and Lords ma- 


1 ny, 1 Cor. 8. 5, 6. but to us, enlightned 


by the Goſpel- Revelation, there is but 


One God, the Father, of whom are all - 


Things, and we in Him; and One Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all Things, and 
we by Him: ) they thought that they 
ſhew'd very great reſpect to God, in giving 


a Worſhip to Angels, {till reſerving ie 
8 3 ell 
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beſt and higheſt Adorations for God 


Himſelf: And this Angel- worſhip, they 
preſs alſo upon others; this Errour the 


Apoſtle is here refuting, and Argues; 
2 From the Fulneſs of Chriſt, in | 


Verſe foregoing. 
Second, From their Compleatneſs in 
_ Chriſt in this Verſe; we come to Chriſt in 


our Worſhip, that we may receive al- 


thing to that compleateſs you already 


haye in Chriſt. 
Third, From Chriſt's being the Head 
of Angels; they are holy, and will not 
accept your worſhip; if they ſhould uſe 
their power contrary to Him, they wou'd 
be weak, and could do nothing for you; 
The Servant may in vain grant that, 
which the Maſter may deny; but the 
Servant can't make void the Grant of the 


ways ſomething from him: Heb. 4. ult. | 
Let us come boldly unto the Threne of Grace, 

that we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace 
to help in time of need: But the Angels 
can give you nothing; if they could give 
you any thing, yet they could add no- 


e 
= 5 2 COMETS 


Maſter. Pray not then to Angels, who | 


are but Servants, but pray to Jeſus 
: Chriſt their Head and ours. 


. Eh as ns 


. the Angels. 
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Here we have, 
1. The noble Names and Titles given 


Powers, Mig his, Dominions; 1 Pet. 3. alt. 
An vels, „ Authorities and Powers; Coloſ. 


1 1 16. Thrones, Dominions, Principalities, 
Powers : Such Titles are given them, 


on the account of that Power and Autho- 


rity they have over the Affairs of this in- 


teriour World. Do not great Earthly 


Princes wear (| ſplendid Titles? So do theſe 
Heavenly. 9 


2. The Apoſtle's Aſertion: J Be they 


'Dofl, Join Chriſt is the Head of all the 


8 ehen Orders AMY the Angels : 3 


to theſe holy Angels, Principalities and 
Powers: fo (rn 1. 21. Principalities , 


what they will, Chriſt is their Head, TT 
are but his Subhects. N 


5 T . are various Orders among : 


the Angels. 
II. Jeſus Chriſt i is ks Head of them 
all, even the = opal : 
III. Vles, e 


Firſ, There: are various 5 Orders among 


„ The 
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1. The multitude, or number of them is 
unſpeakable: as in this world of ours, tho 


Ungodly are far more numerous than the 
Godly: But in that other VVorld, the 
good Angels are probably more in num- | 


ber than the evil Angels that fell: This 


Earth of ours is but a very ſmall ſpot, | 
and yet, How is it throng'd with Inhabi- 7 
tants? But what vaſt Tracks are * there 


between Heaven, and this our contempti- | 
ble Clod on which we tread? © If there 


* be no more V Yorlds beſides this, yet 


* ſomething there muſt be, it cannot bg 


_ * ſuppoſed, that that vaſt ſpace be- } 


„ tween Heaven and Earth, ſhould be 
* an empty, void and uninhabited De- 
fart. VVV 


But we leave ConjeAures, and ſearch 


the Scriptures, Dar. 7. v. 10. Thouſand 
Thouſands miniſtred unto him, and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood before 
him; cited again, Rev. 5. 11, There are, 
ſays the Apoſtle, Myriads of them; Twelve 
Legions could, as our Lord tells us, at any | 
time be ſpar'd, and preſently ſent down, 
Mal. 26, 53. But if it be objected, that 


— ——I 


* How on Hades, 5 
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though ſo many would have been imme 
diately on the wing, to wait on Chriſt, 


yet it follows not that it would be ſo for 
others. It may be anſwer'd, Facob had 


tuo Hoſts to wait on him, Gen. 32. 1. 


Again, Eliſha and his Servant, ſaw the 
Mountains tull of Horſes of fire, and Cha- 


vel in good Company? For Eliſba's Servant 
had this noble Guard for his Maſters ſake. 


riots of fire. O how good is it to live in 
ga godly Family? How good for us to tra- 


22. There are various Degrees and Or- 
ders among the Angels; hence you read 


minions, as I was obſerving above to 


| to you: Rev. 12. 7. Michael had his 


I Angels under him, and the Dragon the 


Devil has his Angels under him, * under 
bis Rule and Government: Satan is forced 
to keep ſome Order in his Kingdom of 
Confuſion; there muſt be ſome Order, 
for you know, there is the Prince of the 


Devils, Governours and governed: I ns 
Pay doubt, but there is as great a Va- 
riety altogether in that World of Theirs 
as there is in this World of Ours. 


B F _ 


7 Mat. 25. 414. 
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Civil Societies cannot ſubſiſt then with - 


out a Government; there muſt be Order 


in Churc Aſſembiies, and there is Di: 


ci line an Order \ in every wiſe and re- 
hgious Family. 
Second, Jeſs Chriſt is the Head of the 


8 


: hi gheſt Orders of Angels. 0 


fits u n tlie Throtie gives orders to tlie 
living Oreatures, and they move the 
Wheels accordingly ; all the Mutati- 


5 Their Confirming 


violably preferv d. 
2. Their Governing Head: He that 


= and Changes in the Affairs of King- 


nay or Families, come in that 7 ; 
FRA ever liabe their Eye upon Him, 
12 41 I. "I ward and their 2 


—— 


——— * war. 


were 


| Head, Gul. Fl 75 

By Him al Things confbt ; again E- 

pheſ. t. 10. He is ſaid to reduce all 
thoſe Things under one Head: When 
their principal Head fell, they that were 

under him were more ſpecially and im- 
mediately in danger, of following their 
Head, and falling with Him; but Jeſus 
Chriff ſtep'd in and headed them, and 
now they” are, and ſhall be for ver in. 
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| were 15 apa 0 that we could do ſal. 


could ever keep our eye upon CHRIS, 


7 


and act as they do: They act according to 


the beck of him that ſits upon the Throne. 


Their Head of Influence, Exel. 1. 13. 


The Spirit walking up and down among the 


Living Creatures, kept the Fire bright : 


As they muſt have new Commiſſions, 
new Directions, ſo alſo new Strength and 


Influence from him: As You and I de- 


rive freſh Influence of Grace and Conſo- 


lation from GOD, thro' the Mediator, 
ſo do they ; unleſs with this difference, 


them thro? the ſame Mediator: They 


Ours is given freſh to us every day as 
we need it; Theirs is confirm'd to 


love and adore CHRIST asa Mediator, * 


we as a Mediator and Redeemer. 


4. They carry themſelves to him as 


their Lord and Head. 


Firſt, They are his Subjects, and they . 
acknowledge it. 1 am thy Fellow Ser- 
vant, ſays the Angel to John. God has 


put all things under his Feet: Heb. 2. 7, 8. 


God ſet him over the Works of his Hands 


Thou haſt put all Things in ſubjection under 


his Feet; nay, he left nothing that is not 
| But under him, One while they fand'in 


dhe preſence of Chriſt, as s Courtices) inthe 


pre · 
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| Preſence of their Prince: Rev. 8. 2. again, 
Luke 1. 19. And the Angel anſwering, ſaid 
unto him, I am Gabriel, that ſtand in the 
preſence of God: Another while, they are 
ſent upon God's Errands, as it there fol- 
| Jows; I am Gabriel that ſtand in the pre- 
ſence of God, and am ſent to ſpeak unto 
thee, and to ſhew thee theſe glad Tydings : 
God has employment for them, and ſends 
them as Meſſengers, into this lower 
World: Zech. 1. 10. Theſe are they whom 
the Lord has ſent to walk to and fro thro? * 
JJ... 8 1 
Second, They worſhip him: In doing 
which, they obey the Orders God the 


Father gave them; Heb. 1.6. He faid to 


them, Let all the Angels of God worſhip | 


him: And this they do, with the deep 
eſt Reverence and Abaſement of them- 
ſelves; Iſa. 6. 2, 3. With two wings they co. 
ver d their face: The brightneſs of the 
Glory of Chriſt, will in Heaven far ex» |: 
ceeed, and tranſcend the Luſtre and Glo- 
ry of the higheſt and moſt illuſtrious An- 
gel: Nor ſhall any need, in the morning 
_ of the Reſurrection, to ask another, which 
is Jeſus Chriſt, for his own proper Glory 
will carry fuch peculiar Characters, as 
will eminently diſcover to the VVorld | 
%% Thad, 


of A N 6 E L S: 
'F hird, They attend him as ſo many 


Pages of honour attend, and wait on ſome = 


rhe Lord: Zech. 1.8. Behold a Man ri- 


ding upon a red Horſe, and bebind bim 


were red Horſes ſpeckled and white : This 
Man, was the Lord Chriſt with his * | 


7 rious train of Angels. 
1. They always did . 


1. At the gi-⸗ 


ving of the Law, they were there: 4% 
7. 53. Gal. 3. 19. VVhere the King is, 
there is the Court; and where-ever Chriſt 
is, there the Angels throng: VVhen 


Chriſt ſet his Foot on Mount Sinai, the 


whole Angelick Court immediately re- 
moves thither. 2. VVhen he came down. 
to take our Nature, the Angels ſtood 
wondring by : He was uſher'd into the 


2 VVorldwith a praiſing Chorus of Angels; 
2? Luke. 13, 14. And ſuddenly there was 
with the Angel a Multitude of the Heaven 
Hoff, praifing God, and ſaying, Glory to 


4 God in the higheſt, ad on Earth, Peace, 
good Will rowards Men. 3. In his Temp- 


| tation, Mat. 4. 4. Not as Helpers, but 


as Spectators; they ſaw the Combate be- 

| tween the firſt Adam and the Devil, and 
how Man was utterly foiled : Tis fir they _ 
ſhould behold what paſſes between the 


| ſecond Adan and the Temprer; that they 
9 885 may 


2. 
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may bear witneſs of Chriſt's Victory 
when the Combate was over; that it 


might appear, that they did not ſtrike one | 
blow, or in the leaſt, help Jefus, Chriſt. 3 


to Himſe 


Angels came and miniſtred unto him, 


Then they come to rejoyce with, and 


_ congratulate the Conqueror. 4. At his 
Paſſion, Luke 2.2. 43. And their appear d 
an Angel unto him from Heaven, ſtrength 


ning him: How did he ſtrengthen him 2 


Why! Not by adding any increaſes to his 
Habitual bv Actual Grace, but by lay- 

ing befgte him ſtrengthning Confidera: | 

tions: What Honour would redound to 


 'God from his Suffering; and what Glory | 
Af: How will all the Saints run 
to Chriſt at the Reſurrection? Lo, this s 
our God, we have waited for him, aud be 
will ſave us; we have waited for him, and 
he is become our Salvation. 5. At his Re- 
ſurrection, * Mat. 28. 1, 2. The Angel o. 
the Lord deſcended from Heaven, and came | 


and rolled back the Stone from the Door, 
and ſate upon it. He was carried to Pri- 


Jon in a very publick manner, and *ewas 
very congruous, and fit he ſhould as o- 


SY 3 4 1 3 of 
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penly, and in as publick a manner be ſe 
free, and deliver d from Priſon. God 

conſidered, as the Rector of Heaven, is 

now fatisfied; and to teſtiſie this, be 

t. fſends down an Angel, AS 4 publick Of- 98 

d ficer, to ſet open the Priſon Door. But, 

S Why did the Angel fit upon the Stone? 

4 That it might return no more upon the 

Door of the Sepulchre, Rom. d. 9, 10. N 
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in as his Attendants, that rejoyce in his 


Advancement, and call upon the Gates 


and Folding doors of Glory, to. be ſet 


wide open, that he might have the more 
glorious Entrance into, and more ſolemn 
Enſtalment in his newly acquir'd Glory : 


Nay, they are, Pſal. 47.5. again brought 
-*- 0 '8$ ſhouting, and with the ſound of 


| Trumpets, honouring Chriſt, all the way | 
from this Earth he left, to that Heaven 
Whither he is gone. God u gone up wit 


a ſhout, the Lord with the ſound of a Trum- | 


bet, Exod. 19. 16. The Angels at giving | 
= the Law, did the fame. 


2. As they always did, ſo they alway | $ 


| will do ſo; will attend him at the day of | 


: Judgment; the whole Court of Heaven 


will again remove, and come down with 


him: As a Sheriff accompanied with the 
Gentry of the County, goes out to meet 


the approaching Judge, for State and 


Honour, and to ſtrike the greater Terror 
into the Criminals. | 


Their Work on that day will be, Ts To | 


gather together the Ele, Mat. 24. 31. 


He ſhall ſend his Angels with agreat ſound | 
of a Trumpet, and they ſhall gather together 


8 5 bu Eleft from the four Winds, from one end 
Les of Heaven to the others 2. To ae 
. N 
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al the Ungodly, who wou'd gladly hide 


themſelves from the Lamb; Mat. 13. 4 f. 


The Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, 
and they ſhall gather out of his Kingdom all 
5 hings that offend, and them which do Ini- 
quity, and force them up to the Tribunal 
of Chriſt. 3. To be Witneſſes for, or a- 


gainſt Souls? They were (as I ſaid a- 


bove) preſent at the giving of the Law; 


and ſome or other of them are always by 
us, and about us, and hear every Charge 
that the Lord has laid upon us; of which 
more hereafter. 4. As Executioners, no 
ooner is the Sentence pronounc'd, but 


the Angels ſhall hurry away the Wicked 


from the Throne of Glory, into the dark 
priſons of their everlaſting Reſidence: | 
There will be ſuch Terror in the Lamb's 


Countenance, and ſuch a ſhame and con- 
fuſion on their own, that the Wicked 


* will rather run into Hell, than bear the 

} Confulions they are under, in the pre 

ſence of God, and his holy Angels, and 

the Saints, with whom they had been ac- 
united on Faltin 8 


Tt. een Iiformatio 


Vim, How great is their Sin and Folly ; 


1D: = eee 
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that now ſcorn Jeſus Chriſt, and deſp ile 
a ſubjection to him? when the holy. = 
gels account it their Honour, to beally'd 
to ſo great and excellent a Perſonage, 
tho as Servants only. Every Office a- 
bout the Perſon of a King is honourable, 


and ſo the Angels account theirs. Thou 
muſt either wear Chriſt's Livery, or Sa- 


tan's; whom do you own and ſerve; from 


him whom you obey, you muſt exped | 


your recompence in the other World: 
The Devils pay their Votaries with pain 


and ſorrow, and ſhame : Nom. 6. 2 1. What 


fruit had you of thoſe things, whereof you 


are now aſhamed 2 But O ! who ſhall per- 


{wade fooliſh Sinners to be wife? 


Second, How happy and aſe are 


Ao 88 


the Godly who avs Jeſus Chriſt their} 


Friend? So great a Perſon, ſo potent af 
Prince; Rev. 19. 16. Jle hath ou his Ve. 


Tre, and on his Thigh, a Name written,| 
icing of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Again, 
ho wou d not fear Thee, thou King of Na- 


tions o for to Thee only doth it appertain: 
His Friends ſhall riſe, and his Enemics 
tall ſlide in due time. 

Third, To live by Faith on We hriſt Je- 
ſus, is a noble Life: You have heard, 
: that the Angels receive frcſh [Influences 

from 
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from Chriſt, as well as we; they derive. 


all from him as their influencing Head: 


Elijah (T have often thought) never liv'd 


a more ſweet and delicious Life, than when 
he was fed and maintain'd by Ravens: 
He truſted for every Meal, as thou for 
new ſupplies of Grace every day. 8 
vhy are we no more reconcil'd to a Life | 
of Faith? „ 
What a thankful loving 8 
mould every ſaved Soul be? The An- 
gels ever love, and ever adore Chriſt, ſor 


confirming them: But, we have fallen 


into Sin a Thouſand times, and are not 
caſt off; we fall under decays of Spirit 


by our backſlidings, yet are reſtor'd a- 


gain and again, and have a faithful Pro- 


miſe, that he will never leave us nor for- 
ſake us; and every Promile is as firm, as 


the Pillars of the Throne on which the 
Almighty fits, 


Fourth, The Iniallible Certainty of the 
Goſpel - Revelation; tis equal to, nay 


above the Legal: Was the Legal con- 


firm'd by the preſence of Angels? So was 
the Evangelical; and they that cannot 
ſubmit to this Diſpenſation, would ſub- 


mit to none: Nay, if God ſhould give 


them leave to choole a way to Heaven, 
ES. 


2 | 
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be better than Angels, or worſe than 


a way of their own, after a little time 
they would harden under it: Luke 16. 


they will repent. And he ſaid unto him, 1| 

they hear not Moſes and the Prophets ,| 
Che 225 and his Apoſtles, neither will they 4e 

ee tho one roſe from the Dead. 


SERMON II. 


30, 3 1. If one went unto them from the Dead, 


11 2 Exhortation, Y 


1. Admire the Dignity God puts upon 


thee. I had almoſt ſaid, we mult now 


Devils: If we are thankful, we are ob-| 


lig'd to be more thankful than the An. 1 
gels; becauſe, Chriſt hath done more for“ 
us, than for them: If we are ungrate-|! 
_ ful, we are worſe than the Devils; for { 
they never had that reaſon we have; 

Chriſt never offer'd himſelf as an Head ; 
aand Saviour to them. 


4 


1 


2, What an Argument for Content. : 


ment, may be drawn from hence? The 


Angels ſo much higher originally; and 


more excellent than duſty Man, are the 


| Servants; and we, the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
the Lamb's Bride; and yet they are well 


pleaſed, becaule i it is the Pleaſure of their 


Lord, whoſe wife and holy Will, is to 


deter 


.- 
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determine all our Stations, Places, Cir- 


ecumſtances: So we, when any thing runs 
- | croſs to our Will, and (as we are apt 
enough to ſuppoſe) to our Felicity, at 
1 ſuch a time, we ſhould inſtruct our ſelves 


dition of Life, the infinitely Wiſe God, 


ona 
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Reaſon he ould chooſe for me. Again, 


would be no Contentment on Earth, no 
Satisfaction in Heaven ; Lazarus, poor af- 


that Heavenly Banquet ; while rich Za- 


- |; of ſeeing God as he is; but have no ex- 


qpectations of fitting lo near to Jeſus 


e Chriſt, as Paul and the beloved Diſciple; 
„yet am well aſſur'd, that if I mifs not my 


thus: This, this O my Soul, is the con- 


flicted Lazarus is plac 91 in Abraham's Bo- 
ſome, at the upper end of the Table in 


cheus has ſome other, and not ſo high a 
place. I have (thro? Grace) ſome hopes 
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who is ſty led a God of Knowledge, 5 

whoſe works are perfect, ſo wiſe and 
good, they can be no better; This God 
O my Soul, has eſpied and mark d out, 
both this Place and Caſe for thee, and the 
Eye is to direct the Foot, VViſdom to 
guide Folly; and there is the higheſt 


If this Argument does not hold, hers 


1k way, but come ſafe home to Glory, that 
r fbere will be e Vierule of Spirn, 
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of the Saints do fully and everlaſtingly 


flow into the Divine Will, and like the 
place God hath allotted for them. This 
frame is attainable here on Earth, and | 
would make Life very eaſie: O that : 
ſuch a frame might now dwell with us! | 
But of ſuch Conſiderations more ſuitably, | 
: I come to diſcourſe of the angelic : 
"Life. 


Revelation, upon our cloſe with him in 
the Covenant of Grace, upon our betake— 
ing our ſelves to Chriſt, as loſt undone 


: Sinners, caſting our ſelves upon his alone 


Righteouſneſs, and perfectly truſting 
therein for acceptance with God, yield. 
ing up our ſelves into his Hands, to pu- 


ritie cur Hearts, and heal our Natures, 
and meeten us for Heaven, the Lord 


_ Chriſt becomes alſo our Head and Sure- 


tv, and with him thou mayſt ſafely leave 


. will, in no wiſe caſt ont. 


thy Concernments, he will carry thee 
afe home. T hoſe that thus come to Him, 


— 8 E R- 


and full joy of Soul; for all the Vvills | 


*4+bs Chriſt the Head of Angels 2 8 
make him then thy Head. V Vhen twas 0 
propos'd to the Angels and they gave in 
their conſent, Chriſt became their Head: 
So now, upon our conſent to the Goſpel- 


n 
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4. they 1 40 Miniſtring Spirits, ſent 
forth to Mmiſter for their ſakes who 
ll be Heirs of Salvation? | 


He Ap olle had been before proving 
| 954 excellency of Chriſt above 
the Angels; which when he has 
done, he advances farther, and ſhews, 
that there can be no compariſon between 
| Chriſt and them, ſeeing they, even the 


beſt of them, the higheſt of them were ED 


Servants to him. 
In the Words, we have 2 Deſcription 
of the Angels; from, £ 
Firſt, Their Nature; They are Spirits, 
ver. 7. Who maketh his Angels Spilkts, 5 
and his Miniſters ready and quick 1 in their 
V moti- 
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motion as a flaſh of Lightning. 
Second, Their Office, Miniſtring Spi- 


SERMON III. 


rits: this belongs to them all; the Schools 
diſtinguiſh between Angels that ſtand al- 


way before the Throne, and others that | 


Miniſter here on Earth; the Apoſtle utter» | 


ly cuts oft this Diſtinction; they are | 
(ſays he) all of them Miniſtring Spirits. 


Third, For whom they thus Miniſter; 


For Their ſakes, Who ſhall be Heirs of Sal. 


vation. 


Queſt. But then, do the holy Angels 


know them all infallibly after Converſi- 
on? Or if fo, yet do they know before 
Converſion, who ſhall be brought home: 


Is there a material Book of Life? Can the 


Angels go into the Reveſtry of Eternity, 


Anuſw. No need of theſe idle Suppoſiti- 
ons: There are Heirs apparent, and Heirs 


in poſſeſſion; the Children of God, all of 
them are Heirs apparent now, and fhall 


he Heirs of Salvation hereafter in actual 
poſſeſſion; Rom. &. Heirs of God,Foint-heirs 
wth Chriſt. : Dd oe os 


Fourth, By whoſe Order they do this; 


for they do nothing without: they are 


ſent forth by the whole Trinity, but 


more immediately by Jeſus Chriſt, as 


their Head, £5 well as iss. 
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Ober. 1. It is the Honour of the high- 
= eſt Angels that they are Servants to 
3 Chriſt; notwithſtanding the fineneſs of 
their Liveries, their ſhining Robes of Glo- 
ry, ſtill they are Servants, and fo they 
own themſelves: I am thy Fellow : Ser- 
vant, ſays the Angel to 7ohn; ſuch Ser- 
voants, fo truſty, and ſo obedient, that 
he does nothing without them; they 
have a ſecret inviſible hand, even in Na- 
Z tural Cauſes, P/al. 78. 48, 49, 50. There 
3 3 were Peltilences and fudden Deaths; and 
theſe things were from God's ſendingof evil 
Angels among them: God makes not uſe 
of them, becauſe he has need of them, 
but to honour them, and to delight them 
2 whom he fo well loves: You count it 
2 joy, to have an opportunity put into 
your hand for conſiderable ſervice, ſo do 
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ʒ As IEEE TH 
O how aggravated a Sin is it in thoſe 
that refuſe this noble Service, and account 
Chriſt's Livery their diſparagement ang 
ſhame! Sirs, you read your Doom, Mark 
8. 38. Wheojoever ſhall be aſhamed of Me, 
and of my Word, in this adulterous and 
* Þ © finful Generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son 
BE f Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the 
Flory of his Father, with his holy Angels. 
J na” Tv 
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Ober. 2. The. greateſt Angel in Hea- 


ven does nothing of his own head, but 


ads as he is ſent forth and con e 


by Jeſus Chriſt; as ſoon as the. Angels 


have fulfilled their Errand, they away 
back to Heaven, to give an Account, and 


to take from thence freſh Orders: They 


ſee many things out of order here, that 
need their helping hand; yet do nothing 
till they have advices and direction from 
Heaven: Gen. 28. 12. Jacob dreamed and 


behold, a Ladder ſet upon the Earth, and the 


top of it reached to Heaven: and behold 


the Angels of God aſcending, and deſcend- 


ing on it. No London Road is fo throng'd 
with Paſſengers, as the Road betwixt 


Earth and Heaven, the Angels are al- 


Ways going up and down. 


How fooliſh is that Man that thinks it ; 


would look mean, to ask advice and 
_ counſel of God, and of good and wiſe 


Men? 


Doct. the greateſt Angels in Heaven, 


are employ'd in Miniſtring to the meanclt 


Saints on Earth. 


My method Will be to conſider : | 


1 7 he Periods of the Angelick Mini. 
Il. Tie 


os 
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II. The extent thereof, c or how far it 
reaches. 
III. The greateſt Angel is not exempted 


from his Miniſtry, nor r the meaneſt 
Saint diſregarded. 


IV. N 0 the whole. 5 


Firſt, 1 Would for en method. . 
caſt the Angelick Miniſtration into di- 8 


ſtint Pericds. 


4} 


1. We may conſider how euly they -- 


enter upon their Charge and Miniſtry 


about us: Rev. 12. 4. The Devil would, 
if he could devour us, as ſoon as born in- 
to the World. We may well argue, that 
the good Angels, enter into their Care 
for us, as early as tke evil Angels, into 


their Enmity againſt us. Again, * 5 


1 3. 4. Before the Birth of the Child; 


ſee there the diligent care of the Angel a 


in inſtructing the Mother. 
2. In Childhood and Youth ; Child- 
hood, Mat. 18. 10. There Angels do al. 


ways behold the Face of my Heavenly Fa. 
ther: Conſider we the Falls of our little 


Ones, and how many Dangers they paſs | 


Þ thro'; ; were it not for the Miniſtry of theſe 
bleſſed Spirits, they wou'd never arrive 
at the full ſtate of Manhood. Youth, Gen. 


21. 17. 
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21. 17. God regards Iſhmael: And God 
heard the Voice of the Lad; and the An- 


= gel of God called to Hagar out of Heaven, 
and ſaid unto her, What aileth thee, Ha- 
gar? Fear not, for God hath beard the 


Voice of the Lad where he is. 
3. Through our whole Life, thro' all 


the Troubles and Cares, and Fears, and 


Dangers thereof; we love to have com- 


pany, when travelling in the night, and 


in ſolitary ways: O Man! O Believer 


Thou at leaſt, haſt excellent Company 


always with thee; believe it, and thou 


wilt be more corafortable. 


4. Ar Death, Luke 16.22, The Beogar 2 


died, and was carried by the Angels inte 
Abraham's Boſome: Concern thy ſelf on- 


ly how to live; leave it to the Angels, to 
ſhew thee the way to Heaven. He (lays 
2 Writer) that would contend with Mi. 


chael, about Moſes his Body, will much 


more ſtrive at Death for thy Soul; not- 


wWithſtanding fear not, but encourage thy 
ſelf with ſuch thoughts as theſe: Thele 


inviſible Companions land about thy ſick 
Bed, and ſtrengthen and comfort thee 


better than the choiceſt Cordial thy Phy- 


ſician can adminiſter to thes: as ſoon as 
Death has ſtruck the blow, and has un- 
fetter 


5 07 ANGELS. ETI 
ſetter d thee from thy Clay, they fly up 
with thy Soul thro' Roof and all, with- 
cout making any breach therein: Why 

not, as eaſily as you and I can paſs thro” 
the Air? Or as a Bird can fly thro' the 
Air, and yet leave no track viſible behind 
her? Farther, they will ſhew thee ſights 
by the way, far above the moſt ſtately 
Things thou haſt ſeen on Earth: It was 
7 a pretty paſſage of that excellent Judge 
3 Zales; Il not ſtudy Aſtronomy now, 
III take the Stars in my way to Heaven: 
They will carry thee up ſafe to the joyful 
expecting Company, who will very lo- 
vingly welcome thee thither. 
F. At the Reſurrection: They ſhall 
7 ſound the Trumpet with ſo ſtrong a blaſt, 
that all ſhall hear the aweful Summons, 
' Ariſe Te Dead, and Come to Judgment. 
They that ſlept inthe Duſt, and they that 
ſlept in the bottom of the Sea, ſhall im- 
mediately hear, Ariſe, and Come: they 
hall gather the Saints from one end of the 
Z Earth to the other: they ſhall bundle up 
the Tares of the Ungodly. But of theſe 
things already; and I ſhall have occaſion 
to ſpeak more of this hereafter. 
| Second, Second Enquiry we enter up- 
on, is the Extent of their Miniſtry, 3 
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1. It extends to our Souls. Hence || 


conceive, they are call'd Watchers, Dan. : 


4. 13. They watch to inform us of many 


things, and to oppoſe the Enemies of the | 
Church of God: An Angel ftands in Ba. 


laam's way, Num. 22,22. to oppoſe the 


evil Angels; Rev. 12. 7. And there was 


Mar in Heaven, Michael and his Angel. 
fought gainſt the Dragen; and the Dragon 


fought, and his Angels, and prevailed not; 
neither was there place found any more in 


Heaven. Satan, 2 Cor. 4.4. hath blinded 


the Minds of them that believe not: So 
far as he can darken our Minds, he can 
_ hinder our Faith: Such power as the evil 

Angels have, ſuch at leaſt, nay greater, 
muſt we neceſſarily ſuppoſe the good An- 

gels to have; and they do often help our 
Faith by clearing the Eye, and irradiating 


and enlightning the Mind. But of this, 
I ſhall diſcourſe in the following Ser- 


2. To our Bodies: To preſerve us from 
many Dangers, that we are continually 


expos d to, both within doors, and with- | 


out: O how foon would the evil Angels 


fill the World with Confuſion, make 


every Man of us a diſtracted Cain, and 
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every place a Field of Blood, did not the 


good 


4 AA lh FS 


of ANGELS 1 


good Angels, by the Orders of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, preſerve us from their pow- 
er and tyranny? „We find in the firſt 
of Job, That in all the Devil's walks in 
« the Earth for the * executing of his Ma- 

« lice, the Angels ſtill obſerve him, and 
care ready to anſwer him when he 
comes with his Accuſations againſt the 
Saints into the preſence of the LORD. 
"Tis welk for us we have that Promiſe, 
* 7/al. 91. 11, 12. But that Text claims a 
diſtinct Conſideration © — 

Z 3. To our Names: Satan and his An- 
gels are ever carrying up an evil Report 
2 ofusto God; Fob 1.9, 10, Does Job fear 
3 God for nonght? Haft wot thou made an 
Hedge about him, and about his Houſe, and 
about all that he hath on every ſide: but 
put forth thy hand now, and touch all that 
be hath, and he will curſe thee to thy face. 
What a ſlander was that? Jeb knows, 
3 fays Satan, what he does, that he gets 
by his Religion; but try him with Suf- 

* ferings for it, and thou ſhalt ſee he will 
prove himſelf another kind of Man. 
Hence, from this trade of his, he is 
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called the Accuſer of the Brethren: what 


Satan did againſt Fob, he is doing con- 


tinually againſt me and you, and would 


not only throw us out of the favoura- 
ble Thoughts of God, but out of the 
kind Thoughts of all his beople, nay 
of all Mankind. 


"On the other hand; the god Ahe 


are carrying up a good and kind Report 
of us to God; and delight to do ſo: Be- 


bold] He prays + 1 ſaw ſuch an one that 
had been hardned in Sin ſo many Years, 
Now . weeping at the Foot of God; they 
report matter of Fact; Jeb 1. 6. "They i 
daily, hourly, come to preſent them- 
ſelves before the Lord, to give an Ac- 
count of things below, and what they 
have done; and to receive new Orders 


from him that ſits upon the Throne, 


God does not need ſuch Intelligencers in- 
_ deed, to inform him how Things go in ; 
this lower World; but, 'tis a matter of 
State and Honour, and ſets out the 
Greatneſs of our Redeemer, and the | 


Splendour of his Court above. Again, 


pe 
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They keep up good Thoughts of us in! 


the Hearts of others; 1 7im. 6. 4. Evil! 


ſurmiſings are ſhot into our Minds, not | 
N tn 8 but the evil Angels. 


Nu eb. 
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Nen. Then how is it theſe evil an- 
gels do not tell the World of all our 
ſecret Sins, arid diſcover all the ill they 


know cf us, to blaſt our Reputation and [PE 
| Eſteem among Men? 


Ae Becauſe the Divine vvildom 
and Goodneſs have laid Satan under this 
Law, that if he will ſpeak evil of us, he 
muſt ſpeak as he is, as a Lyar, John 8. 44. 
of his own: He may not ſpeak the 
Truth he knows of us, ſince he choſe not 
to abide in the Truth; he is for ever' pro- 
hibited the making uſe of Truth, to ſerve 
his wicked and malicious Deſigns ; - if he 
will ſpeak evil of us, he muſt ſpeak as a” 
Lyar 124 Slanderer.” | 
4; To our Eſtates: Job 1. at latte; 
When Satan had power given him, how _ 
ſoon did he ſtrip that excellent Saint of | 
„all he had? 5 
Qiueſt. If you ask, Where were tlie 
good An als whilſt Fob {ufter'd ſuch hard 
and afflickive Providences? 
2 Satan had leave for atime againſt 
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that holy Man; conſequently, the good || 


Angels bad not orders given them to pre- 


vent Satan's Incurſions: Again, we muſt 


not ſuppoſe the Angels to act Ad ultimum 


Lirium conatum, to the utmoſt ſtretch of 
their power; for then no trying Provi- 
dences of Lite coud ever befal us; but S 
they act not according to their force and i 
power, but according to the extent of 


; their Commiſſion. 


Third, The greateſt Angels miniſter to Þ 


the meaneſt Saints. 


I. They miniſter to Saints, to them 1 
that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. ; 
Queſt. How to them more than to o- 


| thers? What! Do they then not miniſter 


to the Men of the World:? 


Anſw. The Angels are 1 


God in his Providence makes uſe of, in, 
and for che Government of the VVorld: |! 
Look, as this Providence is either general | 


or ſpecial: General, His tender Mercies 


are over all his VVorks, - hence he is ſaid 
to be the Saviour of all Men, 1 Tim. 4. 10. 


Special, expreſs'd in the words follow- 


ing; the Saviour of all Men, eſpecially of 


. of f Angels, and their Care about Men. 


2, The 
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them that believe: Juit o, the Miniſtry | 
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2. The greateſt Angels miniſter to 


51 


chk all of them by turns; one is call- 


ed back to give up his Accounts, how 
ſuch a matter was managed, and ſuch an 
affair goes; then one of his Fellow-Angels 
is ſent down in his room; ; AS upon Jacob's 
Ladder, ſome were always going, and 


ſome always coming. 


To the mcaneſt of God's Children: Y 
Mar. 18, 10. They deſpiſe not one of 
Chriſt's Little Ones, how little ſoever 


they may be in the thoughts of their Fel- 


A mignry Monarch. 
w. Aplicatior 
Fil, ue loformat. | 


low-Chriſtians : The meaneſt Angel i is as 
much above the greateſt Emperour on 
| Earth, as he is above his very meaneſt 
| Vaffal, and they take as much pleaſure in 
PWaiting upon a Lararus, as in Waiting oft 


1. The Doctrine of Angels is a very 
uſcful, as well as delightful Doctrine; . 


Men wade into it by Scripture Line, gui- 
ded by the Light of Revelation. 


The Dod rine 8 Angels Was anciently 8 
TE: . 5 


abus d, and ſome, from the high Thoughts | 
they had of Them, fell to the worthip- 

ing of Them; and others, un iſely charg- 
ing this upon the Doarine itſelf, ran 1n- 


SERMON Il. 


to another extream. ?Tis fit to 1 5 often 


thinking what CHRIS has done for us, 


w hat the Spirit has done in us, and what 
the Angels are all day long doing about 


us: God has choſen Souls, Chriff has re- 


deem'd them, the Work of the Spirit is 
to convert and fanctify, then Angels, Mi- 
niſters and Goſpel Ordinances, they nurſe 
them. Tis a Goſpel Duttrine, titted for 


the promoting Faith, Holineſs and Con- 


ſolation in the Children of GOD. 


2. What Care the Lord Chriſt has of 


his People, Pſal. 91. 1 15 12. in that he 
ſhould keep fo many Servants (and ſo 


great) going always up and down to 


give him an account how 1 it fares with us 


below. 


3. What bumble and loving Creatures 
the Holy Angels are: They are as well 
pleas'd to ſtand at the outward gates with 


Lararus, as to be in the palace Hall with 


Dives: Inſtead of viſiting the Court, 
with the joyful News of our Saviour's 
en upon che Earth, chey fly to the 
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Of ANGELS: 


corner of the Field, and drop the rfl ; = 


dings of it upon the poor (but induſtrious 
and watchtul ) Shepherds. 
A plain Man FRA ag in Tents; yet no 
man of his day had greater Acquain- 
does Tacch 
travel? the Angels become his Fcllow- 
Tray ellers. 


tance and better Company: 


Il. E xbortation, 


Jacob was 


1 we ſhould be very thankful to ihne 


Lord, for ſo great a Fruit of his Care and 
Love; whilit we walk holily, 
walk fecurely 1 in all our paths: He that 
walketh uprightly, waik-th ſurely. 
2. Let us think more kindly of the 
Lord, and not be ſo ready to diſtruſt him, 
and upon every aſſrighting providence to 
queſt ion his Love; He has ; formerly done 

ſo and ſo for me indeed in fix troubles = 
and in ſeven, but now | ſhall be loſt: A. 
| way wich ſuch dark thoughts, loch an 
unbecoming diſtruſt of the divine Codd- 1 
* nels, and his care over thee. bet 
We ſhould ſo carry it towards t' 5 


F Angels, that they may be able to give up 


an Adult of their Miniftry with Toy: 


ö I: 


we may 
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SERMON Il. 


That is the Reſpe& we owe the Angels | 


| for their Miniſtty abour us. 
1. We ſhould think fo highly and ho- 


nourably of them, and love them ſo well, 


that we {hould not be willing to diſpleaſe 
or grieve them; if it be a Sin to offend a 
Brother, it can be no leſs to offend an An- 
gel: If it be unprofitable to us, as the 
Apoſtle argues, when Miniſters give up 


their Account with Grief, Heb. 13. 17. it 


muſt be ſo with us, when theſe 1nvilible 
Miniſters about us do the ſame. 
Queſt. How, or when do! pleaſe or dif N 


5 pleaſe them? 
Anſ. Accordingly 281 obey or diſobey i 


their Suggeſtions: Joſeph obeys them, fo 
let us, Mat. 1. 24. Then Joſeph being rai: 
fed from ſſeep, did as the Anzel of the Lord 


had bidden him, and took unto him his Wife, 


2. As they miniſter to You and to 
Others, fo take up this pattern, and do 
you miniſter to your Fellow Chriſtians: 
do Good, as the Angels do, unto all men, 

but eſpeci ally unto thoſe 2 of the Houſhold of 
Faith: To be hindring one another in 
Our paſſage thro” the World to Heaven, is 
to imitate the Devils, and not the Angels 
of Cod; the ungodly will rage and per- 
| ſecute 
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Of ANGELS. 
{cute thoſe whoſe faces are ſet toward 
Jeruſalem: Fallen Angels, and ſinful Men, 
not yet recover'd from their fallen State, 
or reſtor'd by the healing Beams of the 
Grace of the Redeemer, carry on the 
ſame deſigu, more and more to darken and 
corrupt the Word; till (if poſſible) at 
laſt Hell ſhould even blot out Heaven: evil 
Angels & evil Men are implicitly in league 
together; lo ' tis between the holy Angels 
and holy Men on earth, they all unitedly 
cry, thy Kingdom come, Lord; and they 
do what hey cantoforward and haſten it: 
O let us chearfully jo yn our {elves to this 
Company. 
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1 pax. iv. ö 3. | and part 2 60 170 ver. 


* . in the 22 Ons of my Head upon my 
| Bea, and behold, A Watcher, and a 7 


One came down from 3 
3 Verſe 1 7 part. 


8 T bis n matter is by the Decree of the Watchers, O 
and the Demand o the 128 of rhe boy 0 
; - ws 
N 1 in or by | this Peak: : 
mation of his, gives the World 
an Account of his Dream; theſe 
two Verſes are but a ſmall part of it: He 
ſaw the deſcending Angels of GOD, and 
tells us what he heard them ſay, in the 
whole, ſo far as concerns my preſent pur* - 
poſe; we may for W lake take 
Notice, 
wy 1. A 
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38 SERMON i. d 
1. Of the Name given to theſe Bleſſed 7 
and Glorious Creatures the Angels (for 
of them theſe words are to be underſtood); | 
They are call'd Watchers, P/al. 103. 20, 
21. Tea Miniſters of His that do his pleaſure ; ; 
Bleſs the Lord, Ye his Angels that excel in 
Strength, that do hi Commandments, heark- | 
ning to the Volce of his Word. Upon What! 
wn Accounts they have that Denomi-F 
nation, we {hall afterwards ſee in the Se. 
quel of this Diſcourſe; they watch tor 
: God's Orders. ; 
And an Holy One, this And! here i Ty 
N exegetical, that is, an Holy One, called! 
Saints, Dau. S. 13.all the Angels are Saints, 
tho all Saints are not Angels; a noble 
Name (tho both hated name, and thing! 
by the World) ; for Jeſus Chri# HimſeltI 
in that 87) of Dan. ver. 13. is call'd Saint. 
2. What this Angel declar'd, Verſes 14, 
aß 16. adding in Ver. 17. the certain ful: 
f ment of this Prediction in that it was by 
the Decree of the enen and by! their f 
Rer. 15 
By their Decrea, 1 Lnge 22. 19, 
by 21. God is brought in as calling his 
"Counſellors about Him; as an ehh) 
_Kivg might do upon very great and 
| ls Affairs; ; and when the W 
IO 127 0 


ſerve, 
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Of ANGELS: 


1 ofthe Angels i is at a loſs, then he broaches 
7 his own ancient Counſels, and tells them, 
the Time is come that ſuch a Decree is to 
be birth'd into the World: Hereupon 


_ 1#, They highly approve and applaud 


it, and ſo make it their own; thus the 
2 Ang els are ſaid to decree, as the Saints are 
. faig (1 Cor. 6. 2.) to judge the World. 


24ly. Then they decree among them- 


ſelves, what is the moſt proper way to 
bring the divine Counſel and Will about, 
to the Glory of GOD, 


2. By their Demand; they pray bw 


to aſſert his own Dominion, not to ſuffer = 
his Law and Glory to be for ever trampl'd 
upon by ſtubborn man: A wicked man 
has ſometimes not only God againſt him, 
and the Prayers of the Saints on earth, 
but the Prayers. of all the Angels and 
Saints in Heaven; for Love to God, and 
2 Zeal to his Honour, inflames thoſe Holy 
Creatures, Verſe 17, To the intent that the 
Living may know, that the moit high raleth 
in the Kingdom of Men, and pa it to 
whom ſoever He will, and ſerreth up over it 
the baſeit of Men. 


From the Words thus explain'd, ob- 


Hrn, The choly Angelsha have their Con- 58 
ſultations; 


60 


SERMON IV. 


ſultations; their thoughts are very buſily 
employ'd for the Glory of God, and prol- 


perity of his Church in this World: 'Tis 
written by a great Man, and. believe 
him, there are Orders of State among the 
Angels: Look, whatever you find 1a 
this World of Bodies, there is the ſame in 
an higher way, in the World of Spirits. 
This World at beſt is but a World of Sha. 


dows and Images, of what is in that World 
above, which lics ſo much out of our 


fight; and might any of us be admitted 
to look into that World, we ſhould nu: 
ſeat this, and not withour great Reluc- 
tancy and Unwillingneſs come down a- 


. 
Secondly, Angels have a great Hand i: in“ 


| the government of the World. 


I. In all the Changes that are wrought : 
: in the World ; ; they have Power over Þ 
the Wheels, Ezek. 10. 16. 17. When the Þ 


Cherubims went, the Wheels went by them; 


and when the Cherabins ri up their Wings | 
to mount up from the Eart 

alſo turned not from beſide them: when 
they ſtood, theſe ſtood, and when they were 


Ufted up, theſe lift up themſelves alſo: All 
Changes that are wrought in the World, 


ro mo by them; —— to Chriſt: 


Beck 


oO vw — © © ww 8 && 


=> 


the ſame wheels 
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| Beck to the Angels, ſo the Angels move 
| the Wheels. V 
| 2. God makes uſe of them as Deputies 
under him; they have noabſolute Domi- 
nion, but act as they are employ'd, and 
ſent out by him, Zech. 6. 3,4, 5. They 
go forth from ſtanding before the Lord of 
ll the earth: but yet as they are the 
Peers of Heaven, they have great Names 
and Titles givea them; which ſignifie 
and ſhado out to us, what Hand they 
have in the Rule and Government of us, 
and the Affairs of this our World: Hence 
call'd Thrones, Dominions, &. 
3. The great Kings and Potentates of 
the Earth, are under them and their Rule; 
that is, they bave a very great Influence 
upon the Hearts and Courts of Pringes, 


r Dan. 10. 20. J will return to fiaht with the 


| Prince of Perſia, and when I am gone forth, 
Lo the Prince of Gracia ſhall come; again, 
II. I. In the firſt year of Darius the Medes, 
| 1 flood to confirm and ſtrengthen him; He 
| had given Liberty to thoſe Diſſenters the 
| Jews, and was ſolicited to call it in again; 
this Angel ſtands by him inviſibly, and con- 
firms him in his good Act, notwithſtand- 
ing his wavering at times: Thus do theſe. 
good Spirits for us, and we perceive them 


"0p SE RM O-N- TY; J 
not; but 1 ſhall ſay no more of the An- 
gels Power and Influence on ſublunary Þ 
Things, but will wholly pals by that] 
Head, becauſe it is done already by ane-· 

3 minent Hand. : 
Doc. The Angels are appointed of God 
as Holy Watchers over us; the City has] 
its Watch, and in times of danger they 

double it; but O what is all this Care 
without the Watch-Men of Heaven! P/al 
127. 1. Except the Lord build the Houſe, 
they labour in vain that build it: except the 
Lord keep the City, the Watch- Man ” watch. 
eh but in vain. 
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1. How are the Angels ſald to watch. ; 
2. Extent of their Watch. [ 
3. How do they manage this work. 
4 piercen. 


1, How are the Angels aid to watch. 


1. With Reſpect to God; their Ward N 

i ke Their diligent Attendance on 
Chriſt, their quick Notice of his Orders; 
they underſtand the leaſt Beck of Him ; 
n that lits upon the Throne, and are pre- 
nth 


of ANGELS. = 


: I cnt upon the Wing; Pal. 103. 20. 
| That do his Commanaments, bearkning to the 
Voice of his Nord. : 
2. Their quick Notice of us, and of our 
8 5% ; they have ſpy'd our caſe, and 
|. | brought us in Help, before we have ſen - 
any need of their Help: They are com- 
1 in the ſpeedineſs of their Piſpatch 
es, Heb. 1. 7. to a flaſh of Lightning. 
How very careful and diligent were they 
| about Lot, and when not their Patience, 
but their Time was near expiring, they 
' u hold of his hand, and ſeeing his dan- 
ger, which he ſaw not, ſet him well and 
© late out of the City, Gen. 19. 16. 4: 


1 
5 


2 II. Extent thereof. 


„ 
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Py 
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1. Over Communities, Kingdoms, Ci- 
ties, Countries, Exe f. 9. 1. He cry d alſo 
4 in mine Ears, with a loud Voice, ſaying, 

þ | Cauſe them that have charge over the City, 

10 draw near, even every man with his 4 


; #roying weapon in his hand: Thele were 8 
l | Angels whom God had made Preſidents 


; f 2. Over the Churches of Chriſt: lk 1 
uy Mount $Siz4h was full of Angels, can we 


b 


| doubt whether Sion 1s encompaſſed with 
5 thoſe 
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43 
| thoſe bleſſed Hoſts? Iſa. 4. 5. The Lord. 


SERMON IV. 


will create upon every dwelling * place of | 


Mount Sion, and upon her Aſſemblies,a Cloud, 
and Smoke by day, and the ſhining of a flame 
ing Fire by Night; for upon all the Glory 


ſhall be a Defias > He al'udes to what the 


Holy Angels did forthe Church of 1/rae!, 


| when they came out of Apt. 


5 


3. To particular Perſons, their Eſtates, 


and outward Enjoyments; their Repu- | 
tation and Good Name, of which ſome- | 
thing has been already ſaid; to their Bo- 
| gies, of which in the next Diſcourſe : At 


preſent I ſhall confine my ſelf and my 


Diſcourſe, to that Watch the holy An- 
7 gels maintain over the Souls of Men. 


II. How do the Angels manage their L 
- Watch over Souls. F 


* They inſtruct and ck us, Deb. 8. 


pon my Face; but he ſaid unto me, un. 


—_— 


be 


JJ 88 the 


8: 
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Is 
: 
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5 16, 17. Gabriel makes this Man to under- = 
fland the Viſion: $0 He came near where I. 
bod, and when he came I was afraid, and 


Wee E Son f Man, Jar at the time vo 1 
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65 
| ite end [hall be the Vifton : Dan 9. 1 


A he informed me, and talked with me, ant 


| the Angel gives it to , John gives it : 
to the Churches, they proclaim'd the firſt. 
| Coming of CHRIS T: when He went 


the Prophets, and the Prophets us, Rev. r.r. 
Chriſt gives the Revelation to an Angel, 


away, they inform'd the Church of his 


* bs 4 2 * 6 "Y 
758 3 
n 7 Sled? 


—— motos componere Flutes, | 


ſecond Coming, Ache 1. I. Aud while 


aid, O Daniel, 1 am now come forthto give 
s thee Still and Underſtanding : They teach 


they look'd ted. aſtly toward y4 a. He 2 
mhite Apparel, which 40% faid, 5 * 2. of 


from you into Heaven, ſhall ſo come in like 


manner As ye have ſean him N into Heaven. 


veſt, But how can this be? 


Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up into Hea- 
ven? this / ſanie Jeſus, which is taten up 


Arſe. vi. Something they do upon tho . 
Body: No Muſician better knows how t 
touch the Strings of his Muſical Iaſtru- 
ment, than an Angel knows to touch and 
move the Humours of our Badies, and 


thereby to raiſe our Affections and fall 
them again. What the ancient Poets fan- 
| cy d of their Ne ptupe, thathe cou d * 


he wou'd 


has 


| as” 


SERMON IV. 


| has a real Truth here, in the matter be- 
fore us. Man, thy pirit is in a Storm of 


Paſſion, theſe holy Creatures by a {oft 


and unperceiv'd Touch, allay the Storm, 


throw off the Foggs that were rais'd,make Þ 


the Mind ſerene and calm, and fn for the 


* 


reception of Divine Matters. 
2. By printing upon the Fancy thoſe Þ 


: Idaa' s and Images of Things, that they 


rence between Divine, Angelical, and“ 
Human Teaching, is this; Men teach one 


find ſtored up there; ſo that the diffe- 


another by dealing with their Sences; 


an Angel deals with our Imagination; 


the Holy Spirit he deals immediately | 


ine of Sodom, that he might pray Lot out ; 
ofit. Mat. 2. 13. an Angel gives Joſeph Þ 
notice of the deſigns of Herod, and warns Þ 


with the Mind or Spirit. ö 
Angels give us Warning, and premo- | 
ch us of many things, Gen. 18. An- 


gels tell Abraham of the approaching Ru 


him to fice into At; if thoſe Warn 
ings are not taken notice of, they then 
oft times reſiſt and (top us, "Nah 22,22, 


And God's Anger was kindled becauſe he 


went. : ana the Angel of the e Lord _ in rhe 


| * . P. 18. 2 


WAY, 


F 


57 ANGELS, 


way, 1 Sp an Adverſary 20 al uſt him: What 
a ſweet paſſage is that? If an Angel 


« ftands in the wayof a Sorcerer's ſin, how 
much more ready will they be to turn the 


Godly into, and keep him in righr ways? 


They affright timerous Moſes into his du- 
ty, Exod. 4. 2 4. Ana it came to paſs by the- 
| way in the Inn, that the Lord wet hin and 


ſought to kill him, and immediately upon 
this, his Son was circumciſed, 
3. They miniſter to us in AMiQtion 


and Tentation, 427. 4. 11, Then rhe De- 
| vil leaveth him, and behold Angels came ana 
| miniſired unto bis. 


1. Fo: ſtrengthen us as they did Divi 


; 10. 18,19. Then there c me 474 a and tnuch- 


IE 8 + is ESP. > 


ed me, one like the Apprarmce of 4 Man, 
and he ſtrenzthned me, and ſaid, O Man, 


greatly beloved, fear not, Peace be ante the e, 
be firox, yea be ſtrong and when b hid 


| ſpol en unto ine, I ws ſtreng thaea, and ſais, 


let my Lord ſpeak; for his halt trengthned 


me : So they did the K. of Perſia, Dan. 11. f. 


1 ſtoad to confirm ana grengeben him : And b 


Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf, Lale 22. 43. Au 


there. appeared an Angel from Heaven 


8 ſtrengtbening him. 


2. To comſort us, Luke r. 30. Fear not 
A; when ſhe was doubting: To com- 
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7 a. / 
„ 


Hhroug Uh before « Calar ; and lo, God hath 


that God uſually does his people moſt 
good by his harſheſt Methods; or that the 
way the Lordtakes with us 15 not % "Pi 


Impoſſibility in your Caſe, than in hers? 


alſo conceived a Son in her Old- age, and this ts 


ting us in mind others have waged: 


Children have becn,under'as fore Tenta- 
tions as thou, and the iſſue has been glori- 
ous, ſo, poor Soul, will thine be. 


SERMON IV. 


ſort us in out ward affliction, Gem 31. It. 


Jace was at that tine mightily oppref. i 
{cd by its Uacle Laban: An Angeleom- f 
forts Paul under apprehs ofions oh Danger, 
acts. 27. 24. Fear not Pauly thou muſt} be 


gien 7 Wk a'l them that ſail with thee. : 
Of. How do they comfort? is in by Þ 
putting Comfort into tha Heart! ; 
Aaf. By point ing uo poſſibly to. ſome 
word of Scripture, or ſuggelling to us 


but he deals fo with others; thus 
36. I hi aucieat Couſin Elizabeth, 


Ne 1. 
ſbe hath 


the ſixth Month with her, who mas calPd bar - 
ren; as if the Angel had faid, why ſhou'd 
you doubt, or think there is a greater 


Thus Angels often comfort us, by put- 


farther into Jordans Foords, and: came 
out again fafe ; others of God's deareſt 


4. They — to our minds; & the 
good 


Of ANGELS. 65 


good Angels, Acts 8. 26. The Angel of 
the Lord ſpake unto Philip, ſaying, ariſe 
and gotoward the ſouth, &c. So the evil An- 
gels, Mat. 1 6. 2 2523. Peter did not t perceive 
the Devil at work, but Chriſt's Anſwer 
clears the thing, Ge? thee behind me, Satan; 
again, John 1 3. 2. And Supper being ended, : 
(the Devil having now put into the heart 
of Judas Iſcariot, Simon's Sox, to betray 
him: ) Again, Ats 5. 3, 4. He fi l'd the 
Hearts of 4nanias and Saphira, Satan in- 
jects his evil Motions; when the Will. 
conſcots, there is then a Conception, . g. 
Why theft thou conceived this thing 1. thy 
Hear?” Their Suggeſtion) are ſo juitatile, 
and ſo adapted, that tho” they can't com- 
pel our Vieldance, yet they oft encline 
the Heart: Hence, Cen. 34. 7. The Lord 
{ball ſend his Angel before thee, and thou {halt 
take 4 Wife unto my Son from theme, — 
object. Then Man is not Man, he alts 
not under an intellectual C ondutt ; ; hes 
a deſultory Atome, his mind is tol- d to . 
and fro by every Spirit. 8 
Auſ. Not fo, fot they can 95 nothing 5 
Wikhout our Conſent ; Saran can, and 


— 
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ye ve 2 What the Ange dbb. the Spirit fpake. 
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does ſtir up our Corruption, by ſuggeſt- | 


ing what is luttable thereunto; fo the ho- 


It Angels excite our Grace, by lomething 


lu2velicd ſuitable to that Grace they 
* ould excite and raile: I hus indeed they 
ae COUTLNS our tearts, hut without our 


Content they can lead us no way. _ 
Det How ſhall I d ſcern theſe Ange - 


lick | Suggeſtions, from Workings and Mo- 


tions of my own Spirit? 


Anſ. Lis not fo neceſſary that we 


_ ihvuid bealwaysab'etodiſtinguiſh them; 


ab it is that we ſhould always obſerve, 
and pay a very great reſpect to every ho- 


lv Motion, that is agreable to the word 


of God; and thus, by cheriſhing every 


good Motion, a piricual Frame grows and 
 profpers on our Hand. 


Ont. How ſhall l a between the 


Suggeſtions of the Holy Spirit and thoſe 


of Angels: 

An. Tho? the Habits of Grace cannot 
injeet, yet, where the greateſt Grace is, 
there theſe bleſſed Agents make their moſt 


frequent and mott delightful Suggeſtions; 


and then principally, when we are inthe 


moſt ſpiritual and divine Frames: So then 
Angchck Suggeſtions ſuppoſe a Frame, 


the Sugg geſtions of the Spirit of God they 
1 make 
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make it; they bring a frame along with 
th:m, Cant. 6. 12. Fre I was aware, my 
Soul mas made like 5 Chariots of Ami na- 
dib. 

5. They watch over the 458 5 
Soul, that it fall not into the hand of Sa- 
tan: He (lays one) that would contend 
with an Arch - Angel about the body of 
Moſes, will certainly oontend for thy ſoul: 
Only ſecure thy intereſt in the Son of 
Cod, and then fear not all the Legions 
of Darkneſs; tho' thy Way to . 
will lie thro' the very Heart of the De 
vil's Kingdom, know, that thou wilt 
have a potent Guard: Luke 16. 22. The 
Beggar died, and was carried by the Angels 
into Abraham's boſom. Tho' the di- 
ſtance be ſo great between our world and 
Heaven, as has been already ſaid, yet 
thou wilt not think the way long; the 
Smile of thy joyful Convoys will cauſe. 
all thy doubts to vaniſh, and give thee 
| Entertainments full of Pleaſure, on the 
Road to Heaven. 


Uſes, Informat. 
E wa Theſe holy Watchers are 1 


about Thee, N keep thee company n 
1 every 


— 


every place, in every walk, they are ne 
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ver idle, but are ſurvey ing rhe World, 


Zech. I. 14, And they anſwered the Angel 
f the Lord that flood among the Myrtie. 
Trees, and ſaid, we hawe walked to and fro 


tors, ſtand by and behold our Conflicts 
with Devils, rej ycing wich us, and ap- 
plauding us, when we come off Conque- Þ 


thro" the earth, and bahald, all the earth fit- Þ 
teth ſtill and is at reit. 3 | 


7 


. They are appointed as Witneſſes || | 
5 for ue, or againſt Us; and therefore they = 


muſt wateh and obſerve the whole of our 


Deportment and Carriage, as indeed 
theydo : One Believer rc joyces in the Sin Þ 
cerity, Faith and Obedience of another; 


and fo che Angels, as inviſible Specta- 


rors, 1 Cor. 4. 9. We are made 4 fpettacte 


to the world, to the Angels, and to Men: 


Again. they are Witnefſesof all the Char: 


ges that God lays upon us, 1 Im. 5. 21. 


5 2 charge thee before God, aud the Lord Te [a 


Chriſt, and the elect Angels, that thou ob- 
ſerve theſe things, &c, They are with us 
in our Aſſemblies, and hear the Fra 


we lay upon our people every Sabbath. 


3. They carry up Reports to God; a 


Report of our very Sighs and Groans af: 
ter Chriſt, under a ſence of Sin; a Re- 


* 
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port of our good Duties; and with what 


Chearfulneſs do they dothis! As 10.4. 
Thy Prayers and thy Alas are come up for a 


Memorial be furt God: - Again behold. Lord, 
we la w perſeouting Pau! upon his knees 3 


| behold, he prays. 


They carry tydings to their Lord of all 


that paſſes; it we ln, they are oblig d in 
FE Fairhfulacl! to Chriſt that ſent them, to 
tell of us, 1 Cor. 11, 10. For thi cauſt 
ons ht the Woman to have acovering on her. 
| Heal, becauſe of the Angels; Why becauſe = 
| of the Angels2 0 they will be offended = 
at any uncomely Gefturesinche Worlhin OY. 
of God, and will make a LO" of en 


| to their Lord. 
| Uſe Secopd, Exhortation. 


1. To Thankfulneſs, that the Lord 


| has appointed theſe holy Watchers ar 
thy Frieads, to ſupplant Satan in many o 


his principal Deſigns againſt us; that ine 
one party of Angels revolted from God, 


and would turn tempters to Man, God 
has not allow'd them a Power over us, e- 


| qual to their Knowledg of us, 
| are Watchers too, their own 


hoe a 


for they 


gainſt Chriſt and us, makes them ſo) but 
they are check d in all their malicious At- 


— 
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tempts, and kept under by the Angels of | 
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his Favour. 


1 Watchſulncſs, the evi) Angels 


watch againſt ys, mould not we watch ? 
the holy Angels watch for us, let us then 


be very watchful; they can eaſily pick 


out the meaning of a luſttul Glance of 


an envious eye; they can ſpell out paſh- 


on in thy look, or in the cold humours of 
thy Body, before it riſes into dilcovery 
by an enflam d Countenance; they 


diſcern that in thee, which falls not un- 
der the notice of thy Acquaintance, or 
greateſt Familiars. ” 
 2ueſt, Do they know our Thoup bts? 


gative, 1 Cor. 2, II. They know many 
things of us, tho not all. Heb. 4. 13. Al 
Things are naked, and opened unto the E Yes 


Auſ. No, for that is God's ſole 8 


of Him with whom we have to do. 


3 Let us be exceeding cautious what 
we lay up in our Fancies, as a Judici- 
ous Author does excellently inſtruct us: 


Take heed what Idza's or Images of 


"© things you receive into that common 
* Store · houſe or Treaſury; for theie Spi- 
e rxits, whether good or bad, cannot bring 
0 matter into the Fancy, but work upon | 


4 3 what they find there. | 


Hence 
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Hence I may account for two things, 


| 1#. Whence it is that Perſons of ore 
Afflictions, are generally Perſons of ore 


Tentations: Thou art oppreſſed with _ | 
| Wrongs and Injuries, potlibly the Hul- ö 


band or Wife of thy Boſom, in u hom | 
thou hadit laid up all thy Comforts in 5 
this lower World, has prov'd falſe and #8 
| treacherous, and delib-rately joyn'd with | 
Satan to bring upon thee complicated | 
Troubles; now the Fancy being filled 
with ſowre and unpleaſant Idæa's, when 
! Satan comes, he finds much in us, John 
14. 30. he has great advantages againſt 
us, having choice of Matter to work 
24. An account may be given of 
Dreams; I ſpeak not of natural Dreams, 
which ariſe from natural Cauſes ; but 
an obſerving Chriſtian perceives at times, 
either Grace or Corruption acting them- 

ſelves in our Dreams: Now theſe I ſay, 
generally, are according to thoſe Idæa's 
we have before Jodged in the Fancy; 
poſſibly, thou hadſt in the Daytime 
been luſtfully gazing on forbidden Ob- 
jects, and in the Night unclean Dreams 

play in the Fancy: Thou haſt been 
VVV 
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_ provoked, thy Blood and Humours infla. 
med, and thou dreamelt of thy Reven- 41 
ges: Again, in the Day-time thou hat 14 
been rejoycing in God, and lyeſt down 


with a ſavoury Frame at Night, and thy 
Dreams are ſweet; thy Meditations have 


| been holy all the day, and in the night | 


chou art in the Temple converſing with 


Uſe 3. Conſolation. 


| Notwithſtanding all Plots and Contri- i 


vances againſt the Church of God here in 
this World, the Godlycan do nothing wor- 
thy, but preſently the Wicked arilc to ob- 
ſtruct and hinder them; ſo it is in the An- 
gels World; and there are as great,tho'lcls 
uabecoming Contentions there, than 
here; for the holy Angels agree harmo- 
niouſly among chemſelves, nay the very 
Devils agree. Be am az 'd, O Ye Heav'ns, 
and be aſtoniſh'd, O Earth, at this! The 


Children of God cannot disband their jar- 
ring tempers, but are perpetually faliing 


out by the Way. 


The wicked plot agaiaſt the Righte- 


- ous, and the evil Angels are at the Coun: 
clll Board with them: the Children of 
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God ſtudy their own Preſervation and 
the Honour of God, the holy Angels come 
and fit down inviſibly by them; be not 
diſmayed, thou mayſt ſend out Challen- 
ges to the proud Adverſary, Joe! 3. 11. 
Aſemble your ſelves, and come all ye Hea- 
then, and gather your ſelves together round [| 
out; thither cauſe thy Mighty Ones io | 
come down O Lord, Does the World grow i 
worſe and worſe? ſtill there are more for 
us, than there are againſt us; only be thou 
faithful unto Death, and Chriſt will 
dee [thee 2 Crown of Lite, 
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PSAL. xl. 11. 12. | 
to keep thee m all thy Ways. 


5 ſhall bear thee up in their Hanh, 
as thou daſh thy Foot againſt a Stone, 


H E Plalmift | is here ſpeaking very 


on of Angels, 


Let me l the \ Words. We have; | 
Firff, Angelick Protection promiſed; 


high things of the Privileges of 
* Godly ; among others, this is 
| one every valuable Privilege, the Protecti- 


| E ſhall give his Angels hier over r the "= 


| They [ball bear thee up in their Hands, and 
Angels have ſoft Hands: They prevent 8 


many Falls, and thou feeleſt them not. 
Second, The Extent of this Protection 


in 


5 
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in all thy ways: they are God's ways, 
as preſcrib'd by him; our ways, as be: 


ing commanded to walk in tem. 
Third, Our Safety in rely ing thereon; 


ve are not entruſted on the Care of a lin. 


gle Angel, but Angels; and then we Þþ 
may conclude our Safety from the ſtrict 


Charge laid upon the Angels, tlieir Love 


tous; but eſpecially their Faithfulneſs to 
Sud is ſuch, that they will not neglect | 
their Charge. ; 


. Fourth, The End and kid Deſign 


Concupiſcence: See the Promiſe, Fob 5. 


27. Thou ſhalt be i in League miri the Stone; Þ 
of the Field; expounded,” Prov. 3. 23. 
Then fbule thaw walk in thy ui ſafely, ani 


thy Faot ſhall nat ſtumble. 


ohr. 1. Angelick pratection over 
Gock's Children isa 12 ſo obvious and 
Plain, that the Devils themſelves own 


it, Mat. 4. 6. If thou be the Son of God, 


i 20 4 down; for it igwritten, He (pal 
give Wn _ N e n ah 


N 7 * 


en M. 
15 


of 
© all this, that thou daſh not thy Foot againſt 
4 Stone : | The Caldee * 4 plies it to the 
Saul, that thou daſh not thy Foct againſt Þ 


i Grew. 


1 
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I: their Hands, they ſhalt & bear thee up \leff - 

ar any time, t hon daſh thy Foot pl a 

flone: Satan is better acquainted with 

the Word of God, than moſt of us; He 
ſtudies the Seriptures, that he may tempt 
| ſucceſsfully: Shou'd not we ſtudy it 
much more, that we may ſupplant him, 
and ſtand againſt his Wiles 2 EH. 6. 114 
Once more, God ſets the Hedge of 
his Protection about his People; Satan 

| ſees it, and rages at it, when thou ſeeſt 


1. ver. 10. Huſt thou not ſet an Hedge a. 
* him, aud about his Houſe, and about 
| all that he hath on every ſide _ 5 
Object. How is it then, that the Devils 
dare aſſault us as they doe 5 
Anſw. The Devils ſin knowingly, and 8 
maliciouſly; every Sin they commit, is 
| the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt: tho? 
| they know they ſhall ſmart for every 
Tentation, wherewith they vex the Chil- 
[dren of God; yet they go on tempting; = 
becauſe their Malice i is tod ſtrong for their 
Knowledge. - 
Ob ſer. 2. A Perſon can plead the Prote- 
| Zion of God's Angels, no longer than he 


- A 1 CD _ Cu me, 


nas (a 1 3 deſert their 
, 


ö not. I inſtance in upright Fob, Chap. 


| continues in God's ways: Not that the = 
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fully made tryal of them, till their Leaſe] 
is out, and the time of God's Patience | 
is expir'd. 


ple of God: They are God's dear Chil- 


fin; but he that was their Charge in] 


and holy yieldance any make of them- 
ſelves to God, the more large and kind 
_ Commiſſions the good Angels receive 8 
concerning them. 


under Angelick Protection? 1 


Repentance, as he did Jexabel, Rev. 2. 21. 


Temples of the Spirit; the Nurſery of 
Angels and Miniſters, Hence, Mar. 18. 10 
the Angels are called their Angels; they 
are not per of our Servants, but Chrilt's; 


SERMON Y, | 
Charge, which if they did, they would ; 
ſome peculiar reſpe&, may in that re- 


ſpect, now ceaſeto be fo, by God's nar- 
rowing their Commiſſion: The more full! 


Qweſt. But are not the Ungodly, « at all E 
Anſ. Yes, God gives them a ſpace for : 


and the Old World, Gen. 6. Satan would 


break in upon them, and hurry them 
quick into the Pit: But the Divine Pro- 
_ teQtion ſhall be ſo far over them, as to! 


preſerve them in Life, till the Lord has 


Doct. The Angels of God are charad 
with the Protection and Care of the Peo- : 


pwmim, BY ay — 


dren: They are the Lamb's Wife; the] 


- fs . ,,, oi. oy 


and 


HEE 
8 


* e pi SEP 8 
3 * 9 
5 r 2 N 


R or E * 
4 S e 
e e 


of ANGELS. 


Humours, or minding their Cries, but 


acting for their good, according to the 
Parents, their Maſters, or Miſtreſſes Di- 


5 rections, even ſo do the Angels. 
N 


| Pg The Method. 
1. Why has God made us the Angels 


Charge? 


or what do they do for our out- 
ward Man? 


83 
and as Servants, take care of the Chil- 
1 dren of the Family, not obeying their 


2 How do they fulfil their Charge ; 


3. Application of the whole. : 
f 1. why has God charged the Angel 
q [on Care over us? 
c | 1 bh 
1. To ended himſelf to us, who we 2 
behold the aſtoniſhing Flights of his Love, 


and his wondrous Care, as the Effect of it, 


and to give us a more near and apprehen- 


| ſie Pledge of it; not ſo much for Safety, 
as for State and Honour. His Son has 


| ſhed his Blood for theſe Souls; ſure his 


Angels, tho' the higheſt of all his Mi- 

| fiſtriog Servants, are not too good to 

wait on bem: We may, we ſhou'd a- 
"8 3 ae 


dore the Grace we live upon; but that] 
we know but very little of it, O hat 
manner of Love is thi, that we ſhou'd be 
called the Sons of God, L John 3.1, Y Nool 


are we the Sons of God, but it does. not et 


appear to us what we ſhall be. Thus with 


reſpect to God. 


28. With Reſpect to the Angels, that 
they might have opportunities of Obedr Þ ; 
_ ence, and room to expreſs their Love and 
Joy; they love us becauſe their Lord 
loves us; they love us, becauſe we love 


"_—_ 


3. With Reſpect to us; to bring us in. 
to Acquaintance, and to knit Angels and 
us, into a mutual and everlaſting. Love: 

Man is to fill up the vacant Places that Þ 
the Apoſtate Angels left: On this ac-· 
count, the good Angels love and delight 

in us, as thoſe that jhall be their Com- 
panions for ever in Glory: We have 
ſome acquaintance with them here, Hel. 

12. 22. in Goſpel-worſhip, but ſhall Þ 


have more in another World, Offices 
of Love, beget Love, ſo they, enereaſe 
and preſerve it. Here a rich Man gives 
ſomething to a poor Man, and both are 
_ refreſhed : The Rich, is acting in Obedi - 
ence to God; the Poor, gives _— 
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but receives, as we from the Angels, 
gives God Thanks, and love the Giver. 
Queſt. Has every one a particular Guar- 
V 
| Arſw. This Opinion at firſt, was not 
grounded upon any particular Scripture, 
but was brought out of Plato's School in- 
to the Church by thoſe, who when they 
were become Chriſtians, could not eaſily 
| 2 that they had been Philoſophers: 
and it is not at all improbable, that the 


Err 


Worſhiping of Angels, did ſpring from 
hence: For, If I believe that here is a 
particular Angel, that does me more 
kindneſſes than all the reſt; I ſhall ſcarce 
| forbear giving a greater Reſpect to this, 
than to the relt of his Fellows. But more 
[ particularly, ES OTE 
Firſt, There is no Ground in Reaſon, 
for ſuch an Opinion; for ſometimes one 
| Angel guards many: Ads 5.18, 19. And 
laid their Hands on the Apoſtles, and put 
| them in the common Priſon , but the Angel 
of the Lord, by Night, opened the Priſon- 
doors, and brought them forth. Again, 
| ſometimes one Perſon has many Angels, 
ſo had Jacob, Gen. 32. 1, 2. in his Jour- 
ney: Eliſha and his Servant, 2 Fings 
// ˙ I 
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Second. No Ground in Scripture : nei. 
ther from this Text, or any other. 
Not in this Text; the Commiſſion 
here, is not to ſome one particular An- 
gel, but to the Angels; and this 1s far Þ 
more comfortable to us. | 

Nor in any other. 0b. Acts 12.15 
7 hen (aid they, it is his Angel. 

 Anſw. 1. You ſce in ver. 10. the An. 

gel departed from him; had that been 
his Guardian Angel, by his departure, 
5 Peter had been expos d to Danger. 
2. But the Anſwer is, the Word 4095 
2os ſhou'd be tranſlated here, as it is in 
Luke 7. 24. * and had it been ſo, this 
would have been no Diſpute at this day: 
Luke 7. 24. When the Meſſengers, not 
Angels of John, were departed; fo here, 
Ads 12. 15. Ic | is his Meſſenger, not hi 
Angel. 
3 The Laces of their Care, as to 
our outward Man, and how they fulfil 
this their Charge. 
. They premoniſh us, and forctel, 
ſometimes, approaching Dangers, that 
we 1 1 0 avoid e "DROP: tell Abraho 
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that ſo he might pray him out of it. 


An Angel tells Foſeph, of the Danger the 


| Child 7ESV& and his Mother were 


in, from Herod, and adviſes them whe- 
ther to fly. Of which before, 44s 27. 23. 
An Angel tells Paul, and acquaints him 
before hand, that none in rhe Ship ſhould f 


be loſt. 


O37. Twas ſoin the firſt ſettling of 


8 
the Danger that his Nephew Lot was - 


Chriſtianity; ; but we may not expect, or 


pray for any ſuch thing. 


1. Auf. In ordinary Caſes, we may not 


pray for extraordinary Helps: We pray, 
and then leave it to the Lord to help in his 
own way; but this we may allure our 
ſelves of, that if we are in real and o- 


ver preſſin Troubles, and ordinary 


Means cou'd not hand ſufficient Kclief 


to us, God would fend a wing d Meſlen- 
550 from the higher World, (as He did to 


oſeph, Mat. 1. under his Scruples) and 


* raiſe up to us extraordinary Supplies. 


2. Anſ. God has not tied His own : 


Hands ; as He has not ſaid, he will ſend 


Angels to us, in this, or that Caſe; ſo 


neither has he ſaid he will not. But what 
hall we think of Impreſſions, which we 
a muſt own, are frequent in this Age of. 


8 4 the 
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the Church? Theſe are the ſame with | 


Angelick Notices and Warnings. See ; 
"18; 8. 26. And the Angel of the Lora 
| Jpake unto Philip, ſaying, ariſe: And now 
go to ver. 29. Then the Spirit ſaid unto 
Philip, go near, and joyn thy ſelf to thu Þ 
Chariot. The very fame Action, which | 


in one verſe is aſcribd to an Angel, is in 
another, aſcrib'd to the Spirit of God. 
. which, more hereafter. 
. Protection. They Guard Iſrael com- 
ing out of Agypt : Exod. 14. 19. And 
the Angel of 00% which went . the 
Camp of Iſrael removed, and went behind 
Ry ang Jacob had two Hoſts of Angels a- 
gainſt Eau s four Hundred Men. They 
are round about us, and keep off many an 
Affliction, P/al. 34.7. The Angel of the 
Lord encamperh round about them that 


fear him, ſo that the Devils cannot break ü 
in upon them. What Care had they of 


Righteous Lot: Thus they oft prevent: 


but (id will ſometimes ſuffer his Peo- 


ple, for Tryal and Humiliation, to fall 


into Troubles. They fetch Peter out of 


Priſon: And the Angel ſaid unto him, 
Acls 12.8. Gird thy ſelf, and bind on thy 
| Sandals: And ſo he did. And he 7 5 


uno him, 0 aft thy Garment. about thee, 


and 
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and follow me. An Angel takes care of 
Daniel, in the Den of the Lions: Chap. 
6. 22. My God hath ſent bis Angel, and 
hath fbut the Lions Mouths, that they have 
ci eo. 
3. [hey avenge God's Cauſe on his 
Enemies: They were Angels that imote 
the Sodomites with Blindneſs; that cut 
oft the firſt born of Ægypt; that ſlew the 
: Hoſt of Senacherib; they cut off bloody 
perſecuting Herod: They fight for us, 
if need be. + An Angel came to be 
Captain of the Hoſt of Iſrael; They ſtrike 
ſinning //rae/ with the Plague: * and 
| keep others that are godly, from it: 
| Pſal. 91. 10, 11. Ne Plague ſhall ome 
| nigh thy Dwelling, for He ſhall give bis 
— 8 
4. They Purvey and Cater for us: 

I Kings 17. They provide Hanna for 
whole [ſrae/: They point Hager and 
Iſhmael to a Well of Water: They bring 

| Food to the Lord Chriſt, when his Ten- 

| tation was over; for Hunger was one 
| part of his Tentation : and it is expreſſ- 
iy ſaid, {} that on the ceaſing of the 


r 
. Ten: 
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Tentation, the Angels came and mini- || 


fred do Him, 1M 
F. They put a Remark upon our 
Graves, and Guard our Duſt : For the Body | 


now in crumbled Duſt, is the Temple of : 
the Spirit of God, and part of the my» Þ 
tical Body of Chriſt, and oontinues uni- 


5 ted to Him. 4 „ i 
They ſhall found the Trumpet in the Þ 


Morning of the ReſurreQion : Mar. 24.3 1. E 


Hie ſhall ſend his Angels with a great found 
4 Trumpet: Which awful found, all 
_ Dead, as well as the Quick, hall Z 


 __ - 


hben they ſhall gather up the Bodies 
of the Saints: Mat. 24. 31. They 
ball gather together his Ele from the 


fo ur Winds, from one end of Heaven \ 


to the other. They will fort the Duſt of [ 


the Godly, from that of the Ungodly, Þ 


and cauſe every grain of Duſt to know 
its Fellow: The ſame Body that ſinn'd 


with the Soul, ſhall be damned with it: 


the ſame Bodythat pray'd and worſhipp d 


God with the Soul, that ſhall be glorified 


with it, on the Joyous Mountains of E- 


ue 


vo 

3 * 
2 
2 


ſes, Information. 


[ J. The wonderful Patience of God; 


992 \ 
; 9 ; 


Iſrael wept when they heard God would 


not go along with them, but commit 


them to the Conduct of an Angel: I ſup- 


poſe, they underſtood God, as ſpeaking 
of a Created Angel: They durſt by no 


means truſt themſelves with an Angel : 
Exod, 33. 4 They fear'd they ſhould. 


ſtrongeſt Angel in Heaven, he would 


conſume the World ere Night: And 
yet, O how does the Lord bear with, and 
forbear ſinning vile contemptible Man! 
The Angels would deſert, and leave their 
| Charge, and let us fink under our Guilts 


and Defilements, were not the Divine Pa- 


* 


theirs. 


tience that we live upon, infinitely above 


II. What an Antidote is here againſt. 
Envy: Theſe great Perſonages do not 
ſcorn to wait upon us, ſo much their In- 


wear out and tire a finite Patience. It 
is the ſaying of an eminent Writer, That 
if the Lord ſhould leave the Government 
of the World, but for one Day, to the 


feriours: What if thou art greater than 


boch an one, and he notwithſtanding, 


bs 


has an higher Poſt, and greater ReſpeQ | 
than thou haſt? It is this ſatisfies the An- 
gels, and ſhould farisfie thee : Every one 
. by that Poſt, at which infinite 
Wiſdom has ſet him; and he that is Ma- 
feer of the whole Scene, may well be al- 
low'd to appoint every one his Place: 
| He that does not manage his own Poſt | 
well, would no better manage that off 
another: He that is faithful i in that which 
is leaſt, i faithful alſo in much: and be 
that is a in the leaſt, is unjuſt alſo 1 om 
much, * x 
lll. How fafe ſhould the Children of a 
God think themſelves, nn be comfor- x 
| "They are file. that are in the midſt of [3 
ſuch Potent and numerous Hoſts of An- 
gels. Believe this, tho thou ſeeſt it not 
with thy bodily Eyes; no more did ö 
Job, Chap. 1. 10. Sj 
Then walk comfortably, Satan vou 
know, has not power to enter into one 
of the Swine of the Gadarens (and they 
were ungodly Men) without leave from 
Criſt: Thou e not be e fearful 0 or 


— — — — — — 


© Lake 16. 16. 


C * * « re] 2 
FF . e 
0 e 


timerous, 


f 


i 80 ſnould n be; Kings, and 
Huy bs 


- Aﬀeight not thy_ſelt with Hobgobline, 
or Bugbears in the Dark, Satan has no 
more power by Night, than by Day; 
z 2 this protecting Guard we are ſpeaks 
* of, 1s as near thee at 2 + 
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7 timerous, that baſt ſuch a Life 


guard: 


t Noon-day. 


Wa 2. Exhorration: | 
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I. Walk Holily, and keep in FIN : 
ways; without which, thou canſt not 


FE promiſe thy ſelf (becauſe God has not 
promiſed «Bop Protection. We cannot 
from hence infer carnal Securi 

| Holineſs, an awful and circumſpe 

riage: 1 Cor. 11. 10. For * ou 

Woman to have power over her head 

| of the Angels. 

2. Be very thankful to the, Lord for 

this vaſt Privilege, for ſuch it is. 5 

Object. But this Promiſe was to Chriſt, 

not to us. 

' Axſw. Look into the Plaim, * it is 

grounded upon Son-ſhip, and fo belongs : 

to his adopted Children. 


1 2 


bt Or 
def 5 


| -3. Are Angels tender of their Charge; ; 
' 23 aNurſe of the Child committed to her? 


— — 
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| ſurely then, inferiour Magiſtrates ſhould f 
be nurſing Fathers, and Queens, nurſing 
Mothers, to all the Children of God: So | 

ſhould Viniſters be; ſo ſhould Churches 


be; notwithſtanding different Opinions : 


Roni. 1 4. 1. Him that is weak in the Faith, 


receive you, but not to doubtful Diſputati ; | 
ons. Opinions are not the Ground of An- 


gels Reſpect, but their Lord's Charge, 
and his Image they diſcern upon Souls. 


Thou ſhouldſt think honourably of the 
leaſt Saint, and not flight the pooreſt Þ 
in the World, or the weakeſt in Grace; 


Mat. 18. 10. Deſpiſe not one of theſe Little 
Ones + the Angels love and honour them. 


4. Labour to get into this bleſſed Con- 


© SE be not ſatisfied till thou art be- 
come one of this happy Company, that 
are ſo highly favour'd of God: O quick- 
ly ſet about this Work, thou art in dan- 
: ger of Hell, every time thou goeſt out of 


oors. I ſrael were to ſtrike the Blood of 


the Pacht Lamb, upon their two fide 
"Poſts. Tis a Privilege indeed, to go in 


— 5 


and out, under the Erotection of in 
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HEB. XII. 22. Part. 


2 to an imumerable Compary « 
| Angel. 1 


"He Apoſtle is preſng Holineſs at 
a mighty rate; he had ſhew'd: 
5 that God did require this in his 
5 Nope, under the Legal Diſpenſation z 
and advancing higher, proves to us, that . 
he requires greater Holineſs of us under 
the Goſpel. But we cannot be affrighted 
| into Holineſs, Grace may perſwade in- 
deed, and Love may melt us, he is there- 
fore here ſetting before us, the Excellency 
and Sweetneſs of the Goſpel - Church- 
{ ſtate, compar'd: with the Ds of the 
Church, under the former Diſpenſation; a 
and in the Deſeription of it, he enurme= 
rates the high Privileges of thoſe that are 
Members of it. „ . 
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1. What Privileges, with reference to] 
the Church Militant here on Earth, part 


| 1. of this Verſe. 


10. Thouſand Thouſantls miniſired unto Þ 
Vm, and ten.Thouſand times Fen 7. Ny | 
Good before him, ä 


2. Their Communion with the Church N 
triumphant in Heaven: They are come 
to Myriads of Angels, to the ten Thow Þ 
ſands of Angels; for ſo they are ſpoken 
of by the Prophet, as ſtanding by ten 


Thouſands before the Throne: Dar. 5. 


Docf. The Saints 49 God on Earth, 


have Communion with tlie Angels of 


God in Heaven. 55 


| Method. 


1. What Connie FRO them and 


u, in this World? 
2. What Communion between them avid 


us, in the other World 
iy Application. | 


Fe here on Earth. 


. They: are parts of the Game Farm ay 


M Ot our Communion we have vid 


res S 


J 


you name the Maſter of it: Epheſ. 3. 15. 


* ä 
with us; they and we, have all one 
| Head: the whole Family is named, if 


| of whom the whole Family of Heaven and © 
Earth i named. Hence they rejoyce in 
our Joy: Luke 15. 7, 10. If it goes well 
with us, they account it goes ſo much 
the better with themſelves; they and we 
being of the fame Family; they as the 
Elder, we as the, Younger Children. 


II. They are preſent in our Church 


| Aſſemblies, and in all our Worſhip, _ 


Quest. What do they there? 


* Avnſ. 1. They are Witneſſes of thoſe 
Charges, the High God is pleaſed to lay 
upon us. 1 Tim. 5. 21. I charge thee be- 
| fore God, and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and 


| the Elec Angels, that thou obſerve theſe 
things, 8 


2. They witneſs of our Carriage and De- 


portment there. Hence the Apoſtle ar- 


_- for Reverence and Modeſty in our 
hurch Aſſemblies, becauſe of their pre- 
ſence, and notice, and report of what 


they, ſee, to God: 1 Cor. 11. 10. For 


this Cauſe, ought the Woman to have a Vail 


on her Head, becauſe of the Angels: He 


taxes the light Carriage, and unbecoming 
Drs of that Sex, in that Day. 
E 11 a 


3. - They 


5 
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3. They pry into Goſpel - Myſteries | 


wut With us: 1 Pet. 1. 12. Which Things the 
ove Angels deſire to look into. They make 
I J. int this their Study: Epheſ. 3. 10. Now unto 
he Priucipalities and Powers in Heaven, 
might be known by the Church, the mani. 
fold Wiſdom of God: Whilſt thou fool, 
ing away thy precious $50 among 
RNomances and Play - Books, they are 
ſearching into the Knowledge of Chriſt; 
their Knowledge of Him feeds their ad: 
miring Minds: They account the Know 
| ledge of Chriſt, an honourable, a dea, 
and an adorning Knowledge. 


p Ro 2 . : k IF PS P — — 
— 2 


+ Aluſion to the Cherubims, who were fixed) || 
be holding, and pr hung into the Mercy Seat, in th Z 
Holy of Holies, John 20. 5. αν t Baie, ani 
he #tooping down (and locking in; ) which word 
our Tranſlators have added, that they might mot | 
Fully give the Signification and Enpbafi of te 


Greck, Word : John 20. 11. augixudey eit 1d ww 


gor, ſhe ſlroped down,” and looked into the Sepul: 
chre. Shall we ſlight the Knowledye the rok ſe 
_ prize? Angeli myſteriis Evangelii & Regi 
Chriſti a ſe jam ante cogpitis adeo delectan - 
tur, ut ſubinde plenius ac perfectius ea no- 


ſe cupiant. Gerharans, 


4. They 
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4. They ſtand and behold our Combat 
Fr. the evil Angels: As they were 


Spectators of the Fight between Chrilt 


and them: Mat. 4. 11. As ſoon as He 
had got the Victory, they come and ap- 
plaud the Conquerour. They were not 
Helpers: to him in the Conflict, but Wit- 


neſſes of the foil Chriſt gave that proud 
Spirit. Thus they view all that paſſes 


betwixt us and Satan: They fee every 


Blow, which we feel from thoſe our ſpi- 
ritual Enemies; hence ſays the Apoſtle, 


1 Cor. 4. 9. Me are made a Spettacle to the 


World, to Angels, and ta Men: and they 


do greatly rejoyce, when we come off 
vuith Succeſs and Victory. | 


5. They are ever doing for us, and we 


ever receiving kind Offices from them: 


They are always aſſociating themſelves 
withus, tho' unſeen; they Worthip God, 
as well as we; Rev. 5.11, 12. Hear their 
| Song, and let us joyn with them; Mor- 
thy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 
Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and 
Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and 
Bleſſing. They ſee our Services, but we 
ſee not theirs, yet they own themſelves 
our Fellow - ſervants, Rev. 22. 9. Tho I 


am far from m thinking, that to and be- 
S ͤ· 
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fore the Throne, and view the Lamb's | 
Face, is all that the Angels and Saints 


have to do in Heaven; I doubt not, but 
| Heaven has more active Services than 
| Earth; but what they are, I know not. 


Ohject. We have not ſuch Communion , 


with Angels, as our Fore-fathers had, 


| ſeeing they don't appear to us in our 


Days, as they did formerly to them. 


they were with them: We do not fee | 
them indeed in viſible ſhapes, in aſſumed Þ 


Anſw. They are as really with us, as 


Bodies, but we feel their Operations: 


: They talk with Us, INS. N 
I. By Night in our Dreams, whilſt 
ſleep binds up our outward Senſes, Mat. 


ny 20. 


2. By Impreſſions « on our Spirits when 


waking ; ſometimes we have ſudden 
Damps; and at other times, as ſudden 
Joys SOgoaney unaccountable. 1 


05. 2. You derogate from the Spirit 


in aſcribing theſe to an Angelical Hand. 


x Auſiv. The Maſter does what the Ser- 
vant does by his Order. The Scripture 
allo me to ſpeak thus, in that it ſelf 
does aſeribe the ſame Adlon one while 
3 


3 
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to the Spirit as the prime Efficient; ano- 
| ther time, to an Angel as the Inſtrument. 
Ads 8. 26, 29. compared, will ſufficient· 
| ly clear this Point. 
| Caſe, or Queſt. What heed to be given 
Jl to Impreſſions on our Spirits? 
' Ar. If they are contrary to the Word 
| of God, they are from the Hand of an 
evil Angel: Satan can ſuggeſt, and im- 
preſs, as well an Angel of Light; nay, 
| can (you know) transform himſelf into 
an Angel of Light; * nay, tho' it be not 
| directly contrary, yet if it has no foun- 
dation there, tis dangerous; for God 
will do nothing, even in theſe days of 
ours, but what as an agreeableneſs to, 
and holds a Correſpondency with the | 
F Doctrine of his Servants the Prophets. T 
Il. What Communion with them in 
the other World, if we loſe not our nf 
B Fs 
I. We ſhall be 2 Luke 20. 3 
equal unto the Angels in ſome things, = 
like them in all. 7 
, . Shall Worſhip i in the upper Temple 
for ever with OW: n 


— — 
—— — — — 


12 Cor. 11. 14· + Apo: KI; 
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are removed to an higher form of Spiri - 
tual Worſhip; || hence the Church is i 


called Heaven, ſays one well, and Heaven 
zs called Sion. Here thou art glad of a 


piritval Frame, tho' never ſo thort, of . 
one ſingle Joy, tho never fo fleeting, and | 


tranſient; there all thy Worſhip will be 


Extaſy and Rapture, and thoſe Extatick | 
Rapturous Frames will be Eternal; we 


ſhall, it we loſe not our way, make up 
with them one perpetual, celebrating, 


adoring Chorus, Rev. 5. 11, 12. Rev. 


7. In, 12. 


: 2 of lanſtruction. 


* Be very thankful, not to them, but 


to the Lord, that he ſweetens the bod 


ous Journey of Lite, by affording us ſuch 


good Company in the way; give your 
Thanks to the Lord, not to them; pleaſe 
God, and they are pleaſed; they ſmile 
or frown as Chriſt does: They are a- 
gainſt us, when God is againſt ns. Gen. 
. When the Lord had driven Man 
out of Paradiſe, he ſer Angels to guard 


| = Rev: 7.16. They: are . tha Throne and ferve 


_ Him Day: and Night i in His Temple. 


"the 


2 N 3 ; Ne 8 
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the way, that they might not return a- 
ny more thither. And He placed at the 


Eaft of the Garden of Eden, Cherubims, 
and a flaming Sword, which turned every 


way, to keep the way of the Tree of Life, 


Again, they are for us, when God is for 
us, Colof. I. 20. And (having made peace 
thro the Blood of his Croſs) by him to re- 
concile all things unto himſelf, whether 
Things on Earth, or Things in Heaven. 
This Jeſus, is Jacobs Ladder: Gen. 28. 12, 


for ſo He him ſelf expounds it in John 1. 51. 
The Angels of God aſcending, and deſcending _ 


an the Son of Man: Thro? him, all the 


ſweet Communications that paſs between 5 


God and the Souls of Men. 
2. Love the Holy Angels; you muſt : 
love all the Saints of God; and ſurely 


they are Saints, tho Salats are not An- 4 


gel. oy 
Cauſe them to rejoy ce, 0 ths to it, i 


that they, as well as thy Paſtours, give 


up their Accompts with Joy, and not 


N with Grief, for that will be unprofitable 
and uncomfortable to thy ſelt. 


3. Keep up thy Communion with 


| 5 in order thereunto, keep thy 
F- Heart as much as may be in frame ; the 
Ha Wit indeed, When he comes, he 


Ha4 - jos. 
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brings a frame with him, but theſe muſt 


find one ready made, this gives them 


great Advantages; when they ſhoot ho- 


1y Thoughts into thy Mind, with readi- 
neſs receive them, and kindly cheriſh | 


them. 


=> Let this very Conſideration (weeten 


Religious Worthip, and invite and draw 
thee oftner to the Throne of Grace: When 
thou comeſt to Mount Sion in Prayer or 
' Praiſe, thou meeteſt there, Companies of 
the Angelical Hoſts; and they that are 
moſt frequently at the Throne of Grace, 
they that pray moſt, and beſt, have the 
moſt and the ſweeteſt Communion with 
them: whillt we taſt ſomething of it, we 
| ſhould long tor more, and never be ſatisſi- 


ed, till we are as well as we can be: that 


is, till we are in Heaven. I am come into 


this World, and have look'd about me, 


& like it not, one Sorrow, or Care, or Fear 


or other, is always corroding the Heart 
of poor ſinful Man: One while, I have 


been almoſt choak'd with Applauſes; a- 


nother while, even ſinking under Re- 


proach and Calumny ; now ſurſeiting on 


Joy; anon, dejected and caſt down: 
I Cor. 4. 8, 9, 10. we can never be well on 
this fide home: O how fain would [ be in 
the World of Angels!  SER- 
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Take heed that Ve deſpiſe not one of theſe = 

| Little Ones: for I ſayunto you, that 
in Heaven their Angels do alwayes bes 
bold the Face of my Father, which is 


T HE Lord Chrift is here check- 
Jing the pride of his Diſciples, who 
F verre juſt before, in verſe 1. of 
this Chapter, quarrelling for Places ; and 
were ſo much in earneſt, that they came 
to Him with this Queſtion, Who i the 
Greate# inthe Kingdom of Heaven? They 
expect him to be an earthly Monarch, 
tho” he takes this way to go up and down, 
to preach up his Kingdom, before He 
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actually ſet it up; and they are accor- 2 . 
dingly contending about places of Honor:: 
They account of being all of them great 
Officers at Court, but ſome muſt needs 
be above others; the Queſtion thereupon 
was, who ſhould be the prime or firſt 
Miniſter of State. Our Lord to take down 
this ambition, calls a little Child, and 
reads them a Lecture of Humility over 
him; and tells them farther, that his peo- 
ple ſhall not lift up themſelves, one above 
another; or be ſupercilious, and deſpiſe 
even the weakeſt among them. 


= In the Words we have, 


* Firſt, A ſtrict charge, to carry it kind- þÞ 
ly and inoffenſively to all, even the mean- 
eſt of the Children of Odd. 
Where take notice, 35 
1. Of the Sin it ſelf; deſpiſe not, 
wa eorionm, give not way to mean 
abject thoughts of ſuch, noting that tho 
ſpring of all offenſive carriage, lies in our 
mean thoughts of Others 
2. The Perſons that may not be de- 
ſpiſed; Theſe Little Ones, little Children: 
again, Little Ones that believe in Me, that 
, Weak Saints: So another Evangeliſt, 
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ö compar* d to little Children, becauſe lia- | 
5 ble, like them, to be eaſily W by 
[2 every Ons 


2 Second, A very cogent Reaſon or Argu- 
ment to enforce this, taken from the Dig- 
nity of ſuch; God ſo loves, and cares for 
them, that he has appointed his Angels o- 
ver them, to take care of them, to defend 
them, Se. Theſe Angels deſcribd, 
I. From their Office, at leaſt one part 
of it; which is to wait on the leaſt of the 
z Saints and Children of GOD, call d there» 
fore their Angels, denoting the Propriety 
the Children of GOD have in them. 
21. Their Bleſſedneſs: 7 hey behold the 
1 Face of our Heav nly Father; * amplified 2 
from the re. of it, they anne 
| behold the Face of God, 
F From the Words thus explain d, let 
4 Us obſerve, 
1. How dear little Children are to God, : 
He makes a great account of them, and 
| affords them a Guard of Angels: God 
very highly reſpects the nen the vg 
ve theſe Heav wy SON 


ö 2 


"+ Lyke „ 19. 
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They not all miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth ta 
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of the higheſt Rank and Order, to attend | 
them thro' the World, Heb. 1. 14. Are 


miniſter for Their ſakes, Who ſhaltbe Heirs 


of Salvation, 


Dteieſpiſed Saint! comfort thy ſelf; God f 
does not deſpiſe thee, He gives his An gels 


F 
| 


; 


as thine honorable Attendants : Chriſt 5 
does not deſpiſe thee, He came to ſeek and 1 
ſave that which was __ ; 

2. 'Tis very dangerous to wrong or in- 

- jure God's Children, even the leaſt, the] 
meaneſt of them, for their Angels are able! 

to vindicate them; and I doubt nor, bu J 
They give the enemies of the Godly, ma- 
HS ny a quick and inviſible Bloß. 
Again, Their Angels will tell their God, | 


and complain of ſuch and ſuch injurious Þ | 


; Practiſes. 


wou'd not offend 2 Friend! how 5 — 


thou ſo carry it to thy Brother > Thou 
lighteſt his Salvation, tor which F ESTS 


f CHRIST did lay down His Blood. 


3. All the rok 4 by turns, do Service 
to the Saints of God on Earth : Some 


are here watching over thee; Others 
ſtand before the Throne, waiting for new 


3 ite: and Others are n the 


Road, 


Aga in, Will You offend thoſe an Ang gel | 
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| Road, aſcending and deſcending, but al- 
2 8 about their Lords Buſine| * 


eee 


Dolf. The Angels of GOD, whilſt go⸗ 


f | ing to and fro, always behold the "ow 
(© hop N 


1. 1 Enquire into the Angels Life, how 5 
thoſe happy Spirits Live? 
1 I. In the Application, propoſe tem 
as our Pattern, perſwading to an . 

Imitation of Them. = 
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| Li Fi, lam enquiring into the Angelic 1 
5 ife. : 


11. They are ever prying into the knows 

| ledge of Jeſus Chriſt : Their natural, theif 

z Cranial Knowledge is very Vaſt, yet 

| hereby They knew nothing of the Grace 

of God in Chriſt, till it was reveal'd 

to them: They gather more from their 
daily Obſervation and Experience, * The 

| Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt which God gave 

unte him; and He ſent and ſignify d it yo 0 

| — unto bis Servant Ton” Nas ins 


„ e 
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| itnprove in Knowledge, by their own Eri Þ R 
rands and Meſſages, the great God is plea -n 
ſed to ſend them upon to us; hence they V 
are {aid to be always: learning in the 7 
SOhurch; hence tis aſſerted, and with Id 
very g00d Reaſon, that theſe wiſe Spirits 0 
| (fince the Incarnation of the Son of God) It 
know more than ever they did before from & 
their Creation, till that time of the Aſcen. KF 
ſion of CHRIST. 1 
2. They always love God, and his Son . 
Feſus Chriſt, and that above all: They Þ « 
live upon hidden Manna; f They alway Þ « 
rejoyce in Him, Knowing that they love 
God, and that God loves them: We ne.! 
ver pleaſe Them better, than when we! 
honour God moſt ; They ſo love, that Þ 
they never think amiſs of his Ways and 
Diſpenſations; but like what He likes, Þ 
and love what He loves: They love no 
thing but what is well worthy of their 
Love; (O could we do fo!) and They 
who have ſurvey d both Worlds, can find 
, nothing worthy of their Love but 600. 
3 They always obey God; are alway F 
: doing his * with rest Exactneb and | 


Ow + — ——_— W — 
5 a : : 4 
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| | Readineſs: | * Te Angels that do his com- 
[ | mandment ; , r to the Voice of his 


mird. Bleſs Te the Lord, all Te his Has: 


Ld „ abt . — — 7 4 a= 


n e e S ee EIS DOES ne 
Mc a ante ets + © OT d e rarry 3 Js . ow $Fs 


Je Minifters. of hi, that do his Pleaſure. 
Not their own, but His; or rather their 
own in His; for they have no Will of 


their own : 'As the Rivers flow into the 


| Sea, ſo the Will of the Creature, when 


Sanctify d, flows into the Divine Will. 


They do all things well; + hence ſaid 


x to have ſtraight Feet: They do not by 5 


one raſh act, turn out of the way of holx 
Obedience to God. We ſin, they are pa- 
tient towards us, tis becauſe they ſee 


their Lord is ſo; otherwiſe, ſuppoſing 
the Government of the VVorld was left 
in the Hand of the ſtrongeſt Angel in Heaa- 
ven but for one day, (I uſe the ſaying of -.- 
A2 Divine, now with God) he cou'd not 
dear their Provocations, but woe burn 
it up ere Night. 


4. They adore and raiſe perpetually ; ; 
tho as I have faid above, this is not all 
their Employment; no doubt but this is 
one great part of it: They are comman- 
ted: to — nh," Heb. 1. 6. Mur. 


* 4 


n n . 
— —— 


ba * Prat 103. 20, 2 21. 4 Bock. 1, % 


fois. 


nu 1 
Worſhip him all ye Gods: Vet they do this 
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without conſtraint, but with a very high 


pleaſure, and a moſt grateful reliſn. Iſa. 6. 


how joyful are they in their Adoration » þ 


their Awe, not at all damp their Joy in 
| God; nor does their Joy ſpoil their reve- 


Their Reverence does no way hinder; 


rential Awe: At the Creation, they 


for Joy. At the Redemptio 


Sung, Fob 38.7. The Morning Stars Sang 


together, and all the Sons of God fhouted 
n, they Sung 


35 Glory to God in the Fligbefl, &c. They 
are (it is probable) ſinging whilſt aſcend- 


ing and deſcending on the Son of Man; 


and 1 can believe, that ſome of theit 
ſwWeeteſt Songs are reſerv'd for the laſt 
Day, when God ſhall fold up the World. 


206, They always | behold the Face of 


God, and live immediately upon Him: 
This is the moſt noble Life of which a 


Creature is capable: As this is always 


done in Heaven, (for God, when he de- 
 figns to make Soul 


{natches it up from among the Croud of 


Arndt 


c 


Creature - Comforts, and takes it up to 


Flake 1 %% 


Him- 


perfectly bleſſed, 


— 


of 4NGELS, un 
Himſelf; for if Creature Comforts were to 

follow us to Heaven, they could not add 

to our Happineſs, but would hinder it, 

by intercepting and ſtanding between 

| God and us) ſo it is poſſible on Earth, 

| whilſt in the midſt of Created Comforts, 

that we ſhould over-look them, and live 

more ſteadily and fixedly (if not imme- 

| diately ) on God: Let us try daily, 

I. Some are always before his Face, 

beholding His Glory, as was faid of 

| Solomon's Servants; While ſome + were 

| employed abroad, others were attending 

| and ſtanding before him: So of the holy 

| Angels of Gods lui oleh nts 

| Queſt. What do they behold? _ 


{ Anſw. Not the Eſſence of God; they 
are no more capable of theſe Sights than 


| we; but the Perſon of the Mediator, in 


all the beamings forth of Grace and Glo- 
ry, from God to the Church thro Him. 
| They ſee him fit upon a Throne as a 
King, yet interceding and applying the 
Vertue of his own Sacrifice as a Prieſt. 
Peace is now and then whiſpered into 
our Conſciences, and we feel it ſweet be- 


— _ 4 
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yond expreſſion: The holy Angels, F N 
they were permitted, could give thee the] 
Original of that Peace, and the whole] 
Story of its Progreſs ; they food won · 
dering to behold all that paſſed in tile! 
Court above, before the Copy of that Þ 
Court; I mean, this Peace of Conſcience 


was ſent down to thee. 


2 They carry their Heaven always Y | 
bout them; they are not always in 
the Local Heaven, but when they are 


not, they have an Heaven in themſelves; 
as the Devils always carry their Hell a. 


bout with them, and drag their Chain; 
after them where- -ever they go; Death 


and Hell * caſt into the Lake of Fire and 
Brimſtone: Hell caſt into Hell, Conſci 
ence was an Hell within them, and t 


were caſt into the Local Hell. Saintsand 


Sinners feel, at times, ſomething of this; 
the one feels the gripes of Conſcienc: 
the flaſhes of Hell Fire in his Face; the 

good Man feels the Joy of Heaven, has 
ſome ante-paſts of the coming Felicity of 


. Righteous Souls. This being true of 


Ton, ney 1 much more 1 be allow'd 


— - ZE , 4 4 — ni, wh A . 9 


— 
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| with reſpect to the Angels of Heaven, 
| and EG: Ar RE SE Ong 


ſe, of Exhortation. 


| Seeing our Lord has taught us to pray, 
| 7hy Will be done on Earth as it is in Hea- 
ven, let us aim at, and endeavour as faſt. 
Jas we can, to get up into the Employ- 
ment and Life of Angels. „ 
1. We ſhould be prying more and 
more into the Knowledge of God in 
| Chriſt. Do they deſire to look into, and 
© ſtudy theſe things, + who have not that 
particular Concernment in them that we 
1 . O how inexcuſable ſhall we then 
be, if we ſlight theſe Revelations we have 
of God! * How ſhall we eſcape, if we 
| IF neglect fo great Salvation? And then 
ve ſlight and negleQ it, when our Minds 
7 are not taken up With, and exerciſed a- 
bout theſe things, with diligence and de- 
light. How meanly is the Mind employ- 
ed, tho' not ſinking into Senſe, whilſt 
taken up only with Arts and Sciences, the 
| Wiſdom and Invention of the Sons of || 


an. 22 — — K 
8 
, 
* A * , 


11 Per. 1. 12. * Heb. 2. 3. Cen. g. 
h | I 2 Can, 


n 
Cain, and overlooking at ſome time, the | 
Wiſdom brought down from Heaven by] 
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the Incarnate God. What we pick U 


there, will ſtill leave us cold and chill; 
what we gather up, and meditate upon 
here, will transform us into Angels, in- 
to breathing Seraphims: Such tights of Þ 
Jeſus Chriſt as the Goſpel yields, will! 
melt our Wills into the Will of the D. 
vinity, cure us of our Liſtleſneſs in Prayer, 
Formality in all our Worſhip, make u 
go ſinging to Heaven, and render tlii 
gloſſy World, a contemptible Thing; 


 _ Cabal, a Land of Dirt. 


2. We ſhould; O let us be alway 


loving him: If there had been any Cre. 


ted Object worthy of Love, the Angebß 
that are ſo oft viſiting theſe lower, as well Þ 
as thoſe upper Regions, would have found 
it out, and fixed upon it before the 
time. | 


Love Him above all, and thou wilt 


like all his Diſpenſations, as the Saints! 


do in Heaven; they are fully reconcild 


to thoſe hard Chapters, they were not 
eaſie with, when on Earth: Love him, Þ 


and thou wilt not groan under any at- 


flicting Preſſures, but wilt be pleaſed a 
thoſe above are, that God glorifies bi 
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| ſelf, in all, and by all. Nil ſentit Crus, 
3. Let us be ever yeilding him a moſt 
„ So 

| Ready; ſuch the Angels give: Hence 

| faid ſometimes to ſtand, as to ſtand be- 
fore the Throne; ſometimes to run; Rug, 
eat to this young Man, &c. f 1. 
Ihe living Creatures ran, and returned us 

| a flaſh of Lightning: And this after 

| their work is over, and they have done 
the Divine Command without tyring. 
The Ungodly are ſaid to be weary ; {| he 

| has left off to be wiſe, and to do good. 
They are always under the Spirits In- 
| fluence and Conduct, caſily led by him. 

| Whether the Spirit was to go, they went. 
Let this Conſideration ſhame us, when 
we hang back and are liſtleſs, quite ſunk 
into ſpiritual ſloath, and ſeem to have 
loſt all reliſh of the Things of Gd. 
4 Our Life, if we would imitate the 
Angels, ſhould, be full of Adoration and 

1} Praiſe: Their Harps Þ are never out of 
| tune, their Hearts always in frame. Do 


„not Chriſtians find, ar ſome particular 
Ne b 16 | BA 245 fu. 
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ſeaſons, their Hearts glow within them 
Do you not ſeem to your ſelves then to 
tread upon Stars? To be a kin to Angels: | 
But thoſe frames, alas! are ſoon ſlipp'd. Þ 
from us, and we cannot hold them. A 
ſpiritual frame, is a praiſing frame: God | 
is ſaid to inhabit the Praiſes of Hrael: 
In all their Thoughts, he is uppermoſt. Þ 
Be we then ſpiritual in all, if we would Þ 
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have God glorified in our walk: Be ſpi: 


ritual in all thy outward Enjoyments, | 
referring all to the Glory of God: * Whe- 
ther we eat or drink, or whatever we do, 


&c. our Duties of Worſhip, ſhould be 
filPd up with ſpiritual Affection: a Mul- 
titude, or ſet Number of Duties, may 
ſerve to entangle and vex the Soul, but 
a ſpiritual Frame, it is in our Worſhip, 
that makes us more ſpiritual, and gainers 


F. Nothing diverts them, ſo nothing 


by our Worſhip. 


ſhould divert us; they have ſeen all the 


Objects of this World that ſo bewitch 


our Senſes, and enchaine our Thoughts 


and Afﬀections ; they ſee, and regard them 
nor, they are nothing at all to them, 


' 1 —— 
4 
»„— ” 


* Rom. 14. 


who 
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: who have far greater, better thing 8 a- 
bove; they always behold God's Nom 
and never ſaw that yet, was worth a 
| diverting Glance off from that glorious 
Face: They enjoy God while going to 
and fro from Earth to Heaven, and from 
Heaven to Earth; fo might, ſo ſhould = 
we, in our Callings, as well as in Otrdi- 
nances: Its very remarkable, that of 
Eliſba, 2 Kings 2. He filences the Sons 
of the Prophets, wou'd not give them 
leave to ſpeak out; the Reaſon was, he 
would not be diverted, but reſolved ko 
| take notice of, and lay up every Word, 
| every Action, every Geſture of his de- 
parting Maſter. O for ſuch a Frame! 
Lord command it: Would not this be an 


Heaven · begun in my Soul? O that I 


cou'd by Faith, always ſec God! By Love, 
alway feel him; by ere e be al- 
| Ways as they in-70& . 6. preſenting my 
ſelf before his Throne. 
6, We ſhou'd be dead to this ſenſi ble 
World, and live in Heaven now; the 
mare dead we are to, and the leß affected 
with, the Concernmènis of this mortal ; 
lte, the more we put on the Angelick 
Life, and are aw akning tue faſter into 


kumortality. & Bodies indegd mut | 


* * 


12 oO. | 
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be here, but our Minds and Hearts 


ſhould be above. * If ye then be riſen 


with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe Things which are a- 


bo ve, where Chriſt ſitteth at the Right Hand 
of Cod: Set your Aﬀettions on Things a- 


bove, and not on Things on the Earth, for ye 


are dead, and your Life is hid with Chriſt in 
God, &c. Our Breaſts ſhould alway be 


We ſhou'd be acquainting our ſelves be- 


higher World: If we have hopes of li- 


the calm Temples of the Holy Ghoſt: 


forehand, with the Inhabitants of that 


. ving with them hereafter, we ſhould be 
converſing and holding a firm and con- 
tinual Correſpondence with them now: 


Thy Love ſhou'd be there, thy Longing 


| ſhovu'd be after that bleſſed ſtate: Souls! 
this will be an Evidence worth all o- 
thers, that your Treaſure is there, if your 


Hearts are there. . 3 
There is, no doubt, a Local Heaven, 
where the Lamb diſplays his excellent 


Glories; yet we may properly enough 


lay, Heaven is not ſo much a place, as 


a ſtate, into which holy Souls are ad- 
vaneed. We firſt conceive of Heaven, 


1 6 Mp Col. 3. I, 2, 3. 1 
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as of a ſtate of abſolute Perfection; then 
we in the next place conceive of it, as 
a place of great Glory, ſuited to the 
Entertainment of thoſe that ſhall be fo 
highly exalted: Conſider it in the firſt no- 
tion of it, as a ſtate, we may be in Heaven 
whilſt we live in the midſt of ſhadows here 
| below: Tho Earth is not ſuited to our Eu- 
tertainment, and carrying on that Felicity; 


11 
J N | | 


hence our Grace and Joy are too often ins 


| terrupted, and broken; but by how much 


we are ſettled in Holineſs, and fixed ina 


| Divine frame; by ſo much are we in Hea- 
ven already. O all you Holy Souls! who 
are Candidates for an immortal and never 


fading Glory; lift up your Thoughts and 


Expectationsthither; the Saints above ex- 
| pea you. They look and long for your com- 


ing; Jeſus Chrift expects you, and has pre- = 


| pared a place for you: Why do you linger > 
\ Why do we lite Moles, gape after the Earth, 
| and think of nothing, but to eftabliſh Houſes, 
Of-/prings, and Families: Why do we not 
make bat to thoſe moſt vaſt, moſt rich, moſk 
noble Pallaces of the Saints? O Iſrael! How 


great is the Houſe of God 2 How glorious the 


Place of thy Poſſeſthon. 


- an 


— 


„ 


MAT. vil. 
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| When the Event was come, = 15 ht 
unto Him mary that were rofl ed 
with Devils: and He caſt out the 


Spirits with His Word, and healed 


= oa that were ſick. 


' HESE Words are a diſtin Hoey? 
wherein, for Explication, we take 


Notice of theſe ſeveral Parts. 


Fiſt, The fad and doleful Caſe of cheſs 


poor Creatures, here ſpoken of; 


Were Dæmoniacks, poſſeſſed with De. 
vils: There have been ſuch panes 0 


0 


— — 


5 ht „„ 


afflicted 5 
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xàtflicted in all Ages, and are at this Day; 
many things that were then done by good 
or bad Angels, wou d not have been ſup- 
pos d to have been done by them, had not 
the Seripture - Records afterwards given 
us that account, and aſcrib'd them to 
Second, An account how they fell in- 
to the hand of this kind Phyſician: Some 

came of their own accord, as the ten Le- 
pers, thoſe blind Men, Mat. 9. 27, 28. and 
the Woman with the Bloody-Flux; to o- 
thers, He goes of his own accord; to the 
Bed. rid Man *, and to the blind Man tf, 


and to the Son of the Widdow of Naim; ; 


to ſome not till ſent for, as to the Daugh- 
ter of Farus : Others He cures abſent, as 
the Daughter of the Woman of Canaan, 
and the Centurion's Servant: Some are 
brought to Him by others, but with their 
own conſent, as the Paralytick Man: O. 


thers were brought by their Friends, a- 


gainſt their Wills, as the dumb Man, 

Mat. 9. 32: As they went out, Behold, 

they brought unto Him a dumb Man, poſſeſs 4 
with a Devil. W 


— ION 


* Join 5. f John 9. 1 


Tir 
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: | Third, The Condeſcention of the Son 
of God; He caft out the Spirits with his 
Word, and heal i all that were ict. 
f If. How He heal'd them, by caſting 
| out thoſe Spirits that bound thoſe Di- 
| ſeaſes upon them. If you ask, how could 
they lie there undiſcover'd > I anſwer, 
They are Spirits, and ſo can hide them- | 
| ſelves in the Diſeaſes of the Body. 
2d. With what Eaſe He did this, With 
his Word : Sometimes he did this quick- 
ly, almoſt in an Inſtant, as here; elſe- 
Where he takes more time, Wy He was 
| caſting out a Devil, and tas dumb: He 
Vas caſting out a Devil, as if it took 
him up ſome Time: He uſed many 
Words, when He caſt the Devil out of 
the young Man . Tho all things are e- 
' qually eaſie to an infinite Power, yet the 
Mäatter is there repreſented to us, as a grea- 
er difficulty to caſt Satan out of thoſe, of 
* Whom he has had long poſſeſſion: Hoẽ 
' long (ſays Chriſt) has it been thus with 
N Jaw; > The Father anſwers, From a Child, 
lf any Young-Ones ſhall read this, O let 
them fear tocontinue one year more; one 


S 


l KY 


"—_ 2 
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Vear did Iſay ? one Day, one Hour longer 
in an unconverted State; the earlier 


thy Converſion is, the more eaſie it will 
be to break Satan off bis hold on thee. r 


MET Eg, 2 —__ ³˙¹Ü— - 


Fourth, The Time, 7 2 the Even ; 
was come. = 
Go Why thenz ©; 
Anſ. Becauſe the Fews thought, that 
till the Sabbath was over, it was not law- 
full for them to bring their Sick to be heal- 
ed; as if it had been ſaid, Zhen, when 
the Sabbath Was over, 7 hey brought, &c. 
And tis obſervable, CHRIST he not re- 
tule healing them on the account of their | 
. Superſtition, cr excuſe Himſelf from 
doing Good, on the unſeaſonableneſs 
of the time. 
 Obferv, 1. The Wiſdom of God i in 
Tiimeing all his Diſpenſations and Acts of 
Providence, and how tis empioy'd to 
bring about, with the greateſt Certainty, 
the Purpoſes and Deſigns of his Grace. 
He waspleasd to turn Satan looſe (as 
tit were) among the Jews: There were 
more worried by Satan now, than at a- 
np other time, now the great Phyſician 
of Yſrael is nigh, Who was to ſhew his 
=: Skill in n them. 5 
$ 5 24d. The 


Pen Of ANGELS. 127 
BW 24. The Example of Chriſt when on 
Earth, ſhou'd be contemplated by us, 

as a very forceable Motive to diligence int 
doing Good, in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; 
for to him chere was no time unſeaſonable, 

in which a Soul could come to him: Ear- 

Iy in the Morning he is at prayer, a great 
While before day; late at Night he is 


caſting out ä he went about doing b 
| G ood. | 


BY” © ' VVe ſhould be very pitiful tothols 
| . in Miſery, tho they do not ſo much as o- 
| pentheir mouth, or plead for themſelves; = 
dis many times part of their difeaſe, and 0 
: they cannot. 8 
O that we could remember this, and . 
bring them * to CHNIST, tho they cant 
| plead for themſelves; their very Caſe will 
cry to CHRIST, and He will hear; for 
© He 1 18 en, 5 


'Dodt. 4s then, N now, many bodily di. 
| = are from a Tata Poſe 4 onor 
Fer. 5 
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Method. 


5 What Power had Satan over Þo. 
dies in thoſe days, and has he te | | 
- fame in our age? | 

: 11. What makes the Devil thus to ; 
rage a zainſt . and why does the | 
Ii. Uſes. „ 


1. OfSatan's power over Bodies i in that 
day, and now in this. | 
I. Sometimes an Evil Spirit dwells bo 1 
dily in ſome Perſons; “ you read, A cer- z 

tain Damſel, poſſeſſed with 4 Spirit of Di. 


. | vination, met Us, which brought her Na. : 


7 ters much Gain by Sooth-ſaying. God fore Þ 
told things by his Prophets, ſo did Satan 
by his: The divine Spirit did, by an im- 


_ mediate Aſflatus, come upon the Pro- 


Phets ; ſo a diabolical Spirit on ſome of f 


Satan's Votaries, and ſome others, that 


were only captivated under his Power Þ 
for a time. The VVoman of Canaan Þ 
+ complains, Lord, my Daughter is grie- Þ 
ws wen with 4 Devil; where the 


6 


— — 


r 16, 16 + Mat, 16. 22. 45 — : 
Gre 
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Greek Word is the ſame with that uſed 
in the Text: But to make it more plain, 
compare this with ark 7. She had an 
Dynclean Spirit, verſe 25 tells us: And 
ſhe beſought Him, verſe 26, that he would 
cat forth the Devil out of her Daughter : 
Then verſes 29, 30, ſhew, That Chrift 
did caft out the Devil, and ſhe was wel}, 
2. In others, He has at times, power 
to uſe their Bodies againſt themſelves; 
as in Diſtracted Perſons: * There met 
bim out of the Tombs, a Man with an Un- 
clean Spirit. He cut himſelf with ttones; 
Satan ran him with great fury and vio- 
lence, this way or that; dis plain, Satan 
acted him; for, 'was a præternatura! 
power that burlt tholc Clrains and Bands 
1 alunder. 5 
3. Sometimes he binds "* their Senſes T2 
ina calmer way. + They brought to Him, a 
Dumb Man poſſeſſed vb a Devil. and 
when the Devil was caſt out, the Dumb 
. es Now in Mat. 12. 22. There, One 
' both Blind and Dumb, bad a great Cure 
| wrought upon him, ſo that be both {pake and 
: 1 Abel 15 then me. Power of Satan 5 
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over Humane Bodics, he can all away 


our Speech and Sight, when the Great 
God gives him leave, whilſt the moſt 


curious Search jhall perceive no Indiſpo- 


ſition in the Bodily Organs. * 


If you ask how he can? Tis anſwer d, 


he may do it by ſtopping the Animal Spi. 


rits: You, or I might do it in a forceable 


Way; then 'tis much more eaſie for Satan 


to do it, and as a Spirit, to do it unper: 


; ceivably. 


4. Sometimes he hides himſelf in Bodi- 


5 ly Diſeaſes, and is not perceived, becauſe 
be conceals himſelf in Natural Cauſes: 
So you have it, Lord have Mercy on " 


Son, for he is Lunatich, and ſore vexe 
For oft times he falleth into the Fire, ani | 


oft into the water: This ſeems to be 'only 
© Bodily Diſtemper, the Falling: -Sicknels; 


but that Satan did hide himſelf here, ti 
very plain from verſe 18. Jeſus reluked the 


Devil, and he departed out of him: and tic 
Child was Cured from that very hour. 


And thus the Queſtion in its latter 


Branch, may have its Anſwer : This may 


e 40a 1-06 Mb 16 thee 


be now in our Days, as well as it was then 


— — 
, 


Indeed 


1 
i 
x 
c 
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Indeed *twas more common then, becauſe - 
thus God wou'd honour his Son by his 

miraculous Cures: And what greater de- 
monſtration of a God-head,than ſo eaſilyto 
caſt Satan out of his ancient Holds, and to 


trample on him in the ſight of the World? ; 


II. Why does Satan deal thus with us? 8 


and why bobs the Lord ſuffer him: 
Firſt, Satan acts thus againſt us. 


1. That he might hinder the Glory of 
God among his Creatures. Thus he will 
expreſs his Rage againſt God, for you 
know, 1 he is a Fallen Star, and can riſe no 
more: The Devils were 'paſſed by, and 


not Redeem'd ; When the Lord of Glory 7 
came down to marry the Humane Na- 


| ture, he took not hold of the Nature of An- 
gels; - when they ſaw God would not be 
reconcil d to them, they became i irrecon- on 


cileable. 


2. That he may weary, and ſo weir 
| out the Saints of the moſt High; and if 
poſſible,make us miſerable in both Worlds: 


He would put us out of humour with God, 


either make us deſpond, or murmur, andi 5 
lo Oy, in his Face and ſo > Make 1 us s loſe 


REF 


— 


- 1 4 et. 2.4 — 


— 


our Souls by ſinking us deeperi into Sin, 
thro' our Troubles x 
hut if he cannot make us miſerable in i 
the World to come, yet he will dip his 
Arrows in Flame; afl ight and terrifie us, Þ 
as the Man in the Tombs, that he may 
make us as Unhappy as may be in this. 
Such is the miſerable Cafe of thoſe en- 
chain'd forſaken Spirits, that if they have F 
any Reſt at all, tis in the ſatisſactions of] 
their Rage; . the more Miſchief they do to 
8 Souls, the more preſent Reſt to themſelves. Þ 
Second, Why does the Lord {ufter — | 
thus _— f 
1. That by his Rage upon our routward | 
he Man, we may be convinc'd of his Malice | 
againſt our Souls. Why was Jeſus Chriſt, 
When on Earth, ſo tender to thoſe difer: | 
ſed Bodies that came to him, but that he 
might thereby demonſtrate his Willing: 
\ neſs to heal their Souls? So Man! know 
that the Malice of Satan, is principally di- 
_ rected againſt thy inviſible, 1mmortal 
. 
2. To awaken and rouze Souls out ok 
their Security, into a real Concernment 
about Salvation. God is oblig d to take 
ſuch ſevere Methods with us at times, to 
make ſome terrible and av ful Inſtances, 


and 


WE. 
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and let looſe the Maſtiffe of Hell among 
his People. 
Have we ſeen any under Bodily Poſe | 


S Þ ſeſſions? O how are we affected, and how 
„do we pity them? We meet Perſons on 
the ſame Day, nay, every Day of the 


Wee, whoſe Souls are poſſeſſed with the 
"i Devil, and are not concern'd ar it. my 


5 85 ve | "a Thankfulnefs. | 


That God has not left us to the Power 


| and Tyranny of the Fallen Angels. O how _ 
juſtly might he give them leave againſt us, 


} over Soul and Body! He would, if God 


permitted him, quickly blaſt our Mem- 


bers, blow upon our Senſes, which we ſo 


| oft abuſe to God's Diſhonour, and to our 
Kk own Wrong: Our Bones and Senſes, all 
may fay, Lord! Who is like tothee 2 An 


| Evil Agel, could ſoon blaſt our Reaſon, 


and pervert our wiſeſt Thoughts and De- 


: figns: Ttake that to be the Caſe of Ahab" 8 
* Bp Councellors, I Kings $3.33. 


Ofe 2. 2. | Exhoration. | 
1. Fear to Sin, leſt thou give Satan an 1 


advantage ; nothing gives him advan- 
3. : - 
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tage like it: God gave Satan the Pow- 
er againf the Gadarens, upon their World- 
lineſs and immoderate Love to their ſwine. 
Again, Had we look d upon King Saul , 
tis very probable, we fhould have faid, 
2 Sir, You are Melancholy: But the Scrip- 
ture tells us, that his bur gave Satan 
advantage againſt him, and that evil Spi- 
trit came upon him at times, with Leave 
Wy from the Lord, to vex him. 
2. Do not cenſure any that are band- 
3 Jed j in an extraordinary way, for the Lord 
CHRIST was in Satans hand for a time ll; 
ho did he hurry about the Body of our 
Saviour from place to place? Conſider 
again, that a Daughter of Abraham was 
bod down 18 Years; had we met her 
in the ſtreets, we ſhould not have ſuſ pect- 
ed that her diſeaſe had been bound down 
upon her by a Satanick Power. 


2e 3. Condelation. 


=. 5s CHRIST is 180 of tlie De- 
FT vils, Every Knee bows to Him; Some 
5 oy n and ſome EY Force. "ou? 


— 


2 Cor 2. 11. lu. 4. 
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0 Chriſtian, ſhouldſt thou Pen 45 life 
in {laviſh Fear of this Enemy] You know 
he can't hurt you, no nor one of your hogs, 
without Leave. Trutt Chriſt more, and 
fear Saran leſs. 935 
Object. O that I cou d! but when 1 
am nes [ fear he ſhou'd appear to me. FY 
 Arf. 1. He is under a Law; hecant 
appear when he will: Nay probable * =. 
that dark Spirit chuſes the ſhades, and had 
rather act Incognito : J had almoſt ſaid, 
he ſeldom or never appears, but when 5 
God compels him thereunto, for wiſe Rea- 
fons; ſome whereof might be given, 
were it not too large and unallowable a 
Digreſſion. I advance one ſtep farther, and 
| then diſmiſs this Head: He can hurt us 
no more, when he appears in a viſible 
ape, than at other times, nay probably 
leſs; and therefore as I ſaid above, he Bo 
chules ro tempt unſeen. NS 355 


Uſe 4. Direction 


8 In many abſtruce Caſes and hidden Di. 
ſtempers, wherein the Art of the Phyſi-⸗ 
cian is at a loſs, leſs Phy ſick and more 
Prayer would do better: What CHRIST 
did, when on Earth, by a ingle Wan 5 
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his People do by ma ny Words 1 in Prayer to 
him now in Heaven. 
c 2 weſt. When (hall we conclude this the 
me? 
Au When natural Cauſes 1 no- 
thing; Nature continues in its ſtrength, 
« the Body no way diſorgan $ and yet 
Means are very ſtrangely 100 account- || 
ably beaten back; we may then ſuſpe | 
ſomething præternatural. * T7 ben He call'd 
bu Twelve Diſciples together, and gaue em 
Power and Authority over all Devils,and t6 
cure Diſeaſes. Tobferve theycou d not cure 
Diſeaſes, if they could not caſt out Devils: || 
A Devils, for bane it ſeems are ſtronger, 1 
and more ſtubborn than others, (as tis 
with fatal Men). For a Confirmation 
ofthis Particular. and a Cloſe of the whole, 
Ladd only this Text more, Mark 9. 29. 
Thu kind of Devils can com TH by 1 2 
TE = by Phy but Prager aw 
F 


